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members of this Chamber to insert in the
Bill. It is varied a little in the form re-
ceived from the Assembly and for that
reason I propose to ask members to agree
to a slight alteration. The clause which 1
proposed was taken from the New Jersey
Act. I can give hon. members two concrete
eases to show the necessity for the antenil-
meaL.' The Minister knows of one of the
eases. Boys were released on probation
from the Children's Court and obtained
employment. One of the owners of a car
which had been stolen was probably very
aggrieved because the car was much
damaged. This individual, however, went
to the employer of one of these children
and pointed out what the boy had done
with the result that one of the boys con-
cerned lost his position. In the second
ease, a girl was released on probation and
Secured employment. Some busybody in-
formed her employer about her trouble and
she lost her position. Within the last few
days the State Children Department re-
ceived a letter from the mother of this girl
asking whether a child who had once faltln
was Dot to be given some chance in a
Jhristian country. Tt was intended that
-;he clause sbould prevent malicious injury
:;o children on probation. The Assembly's
imendment does not quite meet the ease,
tnd in the circumstances I move an amend-
rnet-

That in line 6 of the Assembly's
amendment the words "bhe admissible"
be struck out and "be maliciously dis-
closed to any person nor be admitted"
be inserted.
Amendment on the Assembly's amend-

nent put and passed; the Assembly's
Lmendment, as amended, agreed to.

Bill reported with a modification to the
issembly 'a amendment nd the report
dfpted.

House adjonued at 8.55 P.M.
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ANNU7AL ESTIMATES, 1921.22,
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the previous day en
the Treasurer's Financial Statement and on
the Annual Estimates; Mr. Stubbs in the
Chair.

Vote--Legislative Council, £975:

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [4.3 6]: My
attitude towards the Budget is one of sin-
cere sympathy with the Premier, in that he
has had to submit a forecast so serious to
the State. We are faced with a deficit of
over hal a, million on the year. It is also
very serious in view of the fact that the
State demands many urgent works which,
under existing conditions, it would be difficult
to carry out, I am afraid some of the ill-
effect will be passed on to the district I
-represent, inasmuch as I understand that the
Vote passed by the House for extending and
widening the Busselton jetty is likely to be
jettisoned.

The Minister for Works: It is entirely
your own -fault.

Mr. PICKERING: It is not! The condi-
tions imposed by the Minister were entirely
opposed to the spirit in which the Vote was.
passed.

The Minister for Works: I say it is en-
tirely your own fault that you have lost that
Vote.

Mr. PICKERING: I deny that. The files
show that any extension of the jetty without
widening was opposed by the department. I
regret Very much that it has been found
necessary to withhold thu money passed by
this House.

The Minister for Works:- If you had not
interfered the work would have been in pro-
gress now. .

Mr. PICKERING: I regret that such an
occasion should have arisen, and I regret it
also for other constituencies; because if it
is found necessary to cut out expenditure in
one electorate, presumably the same neces-
sity will apply to other electorates. On the
Ad dress-ini-reply I said that if we were to
recover our financial position in the near
future, it would be incumbent upon the State
to make large sacrifices, thnt we would have
to go in for increased taxation, drastic re-
trenchment, and the cutting out of non-
essential public works. The Leader of th6
Opposition, the other evening, said that the
only possible remedy for our financial troubles
would be found to lie in unimproved land
values taxation. In a restricted sense that
particular form of taxation obtains to-day.
To increase it to any appreciable degree
would be to impose a hardship on the prim-
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ary industries. As a primkary producer, I am
anxious that no undue imposition should be
placed Onl prinmary industries, to -which, it is
generally agreed, every encouragement should
be given. This tax could easily be passed on.
The contention is that 'if such a tax were
to be imposed it would force into occupation
city blocks on which buildings would be
erected to compete with the existing large
emtporiuns. But in view of the increased
cost of building, it is highly improbable that
any attempt would be made in that direction.
int view of the exceedingly high cost of
material and of production, it is improbable
that any other result would accrue front the
introduction of such a tax than the passing
of it on to those already bearing the great
burden of taxation. The Premier, in dealing
with lnst year's deficit, attributed it almost
e"ntirely to State trading concerns and public
utilities. He implied that hie had in mind
the introduction of a measure which would
make possible the sale of the State trading
concerns. Two veins of thought are active
amongst us at the present time. One is the
socialisation of industries, and the other the
maintenance of private enterprise. For the
moment those ia favour of the maintenance
of private enterprise are in the ascendant.

Eon. T. Walker: It will not be for long.
Mr. PICKERING: We have in Russia

a very striking example of the social-
isation of industries, anid recently we
have had in our midst two gentlemen
lecturing on the positionc in Russia to-day.
Even the one who was the wore ardent ad'
voeate of the system of Government apper-
taining to Russia ad mite that the great weak-
ness of the position lies in the lack of indus-
trial development. There must be a good
deal of truth in that. I am inclined to be-
lieve, from the expression of opinion which
has lately been given to us by the man who
had such a vivid experience in Russia, that
he was not so likely to bh induced to accept
the alluring statement made by the other gen-
tlenman.

Roa. T. Walker: Did you hear the other
gentlemant

Mr. Munsie: Did you go to Professor
Goode's lectorest

Mr. PICKERING: I rend them.
Mr. Munisie: I do not know where you dlid

so.,
Mr. PICKERING: They have been re-

ported in practically every paper. - T believe
that tho feeling in Australia to-day is op-
posed to that particular phase now apper-
tamning to Russia. On the whole we can say
that the community of Western Australia is
strongly opposed to State enterprises.

Hon. T. Walker: So much the worse f or the
community.

'Ar, PICKERING: I should like to refer
to some of our State enterprises.

Air. Marshall: Give us the railways first.
Mr. PICKERING: I am dealing with State

trading concerns for the moment. The fail-
ure of our State enterprises is in a large
measure due to their mismanagement, and to

the lack of control that the management ha,
over the enterprise concerned. In my opinior
the State enterprises have been adopting un
fair tactics in dealing with outside business
Quite recently my attention was drawn to the
fact that B~olton's carriage works at Freinan.
tie were asked by the authorities in charge
of the State Implement Works to supplyt
specification for tip) drays. -They were alsc
asked what they would east. A price waj
given by Bolton's for one dray, or for 6b
or more. The next thing of which Bolton 'i
became cognisant was the fact that the Stat,
lInplenment Works were turning out a large
number of these tip drays on their specifiec&
tions, and charging a suni of f45 each.

The Minister for Works: I do not believe
that is true.

Mr. PICKERING: Bolton 's have stated
that the slime drays in large numbers could
have been turned out at f36. They were alac
asked fee' a quotation for a spring cart tc
carry 15 cwt. This too was manufactured
by the State Implement Works and sold, I
understand, by them at £35, bat could have
been turned out by Blolton's at £26. The
clients of the I.A.B. are more or less
obliged to deal with the State Implement
Works, If they are compelled to pay those
exceedingly heavy charges, heavy in comnpsari,
son with what obtains outside, the State Im.
pleinent Works are being bolstered up to the
detriment of outside competitors.

The Minister for Works: That is a state
meat you cannot prove.

Mr. 0 'Loghien: To the detriment of the
farmers perhaps, but not to the detriment ot
outside competitors.

Mr. Muasie: If the State Implement
Works were abolished Bolton 's would be
charging 10 per cent. more.

Mr. PICKERING: Bolton 'a turn out E
wagon that they have been selling, I under:
stand, at £100. The State Implement WorkE
also turned out a wagon, but this wa& not aE
suitable as that turned out by Bolton's. A
client of the I.A.I3. who wants to buy s
wagon is told he must buy that which is
turned out by the State Implement Work,
at £E120. If that system is adopted it is ensj
to understand why we are killing outside en.
terprise.

Time Minister for Works: The boot is or
the other foot.

Mr. O'Loghlen: How% can they charge £C2(
muore than the other man can make it fori
The outside competitor has the advantage if
that is the case.

Mr. PICKERING: in what wnyl
Mr. 0 'Loghlen: The State Implement

Works are charging 25 par cent, more than
time private firm.

Mr. PICKERING: The trouble is that thu
client of the I.A.B. is obliged to deal withi
the State Implement Works, which are mak.
ing the higher charge. If the State Imple-
ment Works are conducting their business on
these lines it cannot be difficult for them te
continue operations.
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Mr. 0 'Loghilen: If they are doing that it
is wrong.

Mr. PICKERING: The State Implement
W'orks make alterations to drays at a cost

-of £28, but Bolton's, I understand, are pre-
pared to quote for the same work at £14.
These particulars have been given fairly pub-
licly, so I (to not think I am breaking any
confidence. There is this unfair competition
with outside business. If it is desired by the
'State to establish people in business, it is
not fair in addition to the many advantages
which appertain to State enterprises, to place
this handicap upon outside undertakings that
I have referred to. Thea there is the ques-
tion of spare parts. I understand the State
Implement Works are turning out these parts.
Yesterday I saw a part which appeared
to belong to a drill, bearing a number.
This was turned out by the State Implement
Works and was a copy of a spare part which
belonged to Mfassey-Harris's implements.
The charge made by the State Implement
Works for this spare part was 16s., but I
understand that Massey-Harris & Co. can
turn out the same article at 4s. 6id.

Rion. T. WValker: We want some evidence
of these statements.

Mr. PICKERING: I have seen the part
itself.

Mr. Willeock: They must hare a new
mould.

Mr. PICKERING: It is not right for the
State to infringe patents belonging to other
firms.

Mir, 0'Loghlen: The Works could be prose-
cited.

MAr. PICKERING: I hare been told that
this is what has happened.

Hon. T. Walker: Why conic here with all
that tittle-tattle. Let us have some evidence.

Mr. PICKERING: The hon. member has
reported many things that he has merely
'heard.

Hon. T. Walker: I always give my au-
thority for what I say.

Mir. PICKERUNG: The evidence was pro-
duced to- me. It was produced by a respon-
sible member of the community and I accept
the evidence as true.

3fr, 0'Loghlcn: The agents for the State
Tmplement Works will be giving you a vote
of thanks.

Mir. PICKERING: It does not matter to
me if no one pnsses a vote of thanks. I sny
-what I think is right. We have been in-formed that there is this competition by the
State Implement Works. I am alic informed
that because of.- competition by the State
Implement Works in the matter of cast-iron
pipes, a certain business in the city has had
to close down.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: They are not making
any.

Mr, PICKERING: They have made then-
The ffin of Hoskcins, I have been assured,
turned out pipes 25 per cent. cheaper than
those made by the State Implement Works,
which in turn were 25 per cent, less efficient.

Ron. W. C. Angwin; Who told you that?

Mir. PICKERING: The firm of Hoskins
&Co.
The Mlinister for Works: De Bern ales!
ROIL. W. C. Angwin : flHow is it that you

condemn the State Implement Works since
the Westralian Farmers lost 'their commis-
sion?

Mir. Teesdale: Is that a fact?
Hon. T. Walker: It is.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: It iwas all right up

to this year.
The CHAIRMAN: Order!l
Mr. PICKERING: I have said in this

Chamber on previous occasions that so lonig
as nicinbers of- the Country Party were
pledged to support the State Implement
Works as a State trading concern, I would
not oppose any ether State trading concern
in the State. I have adhered to that. The
farmers, however, have arrived at the con-
clusion that the State Implement Works are
not the benefit to them that they are alleged
to be.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The farmers have$
Mr. PICKERING: Yes. They are pre-

pared to make a sacrifice in the interests of
the State by giving up that particular State
trading concern which is alleged to benefit
them.

Mir. Mfunsie: Are you sure it is the farm-
ers, or is it the Chamber of Manufactures
saying this?

Mir. PICKERING: Whilst the firm of
Hoskins & Co. was engaged in manufacturing
these pipes there were special inspectors de-
puted to conduct a most thorough investiga-
tion and inspection of the pipes to see that
there were no flaws in them, and they were
also tested by pressure and in other ways.
The same practice is not followed at the
State Works.

Eton. W. C. Angwin: The man who told
you that is a liar. I have been there and
seen the inspection b~r an inspector of the
water supply.

The Minister for Works: All that took
place in your time. The firm of Hoskins
have never made pipes since I have teen in
charge of this State trading concern.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: They have not made
any pipes since my time.

Mr. PICKERING: Evidently there is
some dissension between the present and the
past administration of this particular State
enterprise. Furthermore, the firm of Meon-
tenth's has been struggling hard at Subiaco
to establish its industry, which is of con-
siderabis value to the State.

The XMinister for Works: Go on!
Mir. PICKERING: They have been trying

to fulfil the requirements of the Works De-
partmient, but unfortunately the business has
not been passed on to them. I regret that
Monteath's are closing down and transfer-

'ring their business to the East.
The Minister for Works: That is an abso-

lute lie.
Mr. PICKERINtt I ask for a withdrawal

of that statement. I do net know if it 'is
being attributed to me.
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The Minister for Works: I say that the
statement that 'Monteath's are closing down
because orders have been given .to the State
Implement Works is at lie. Monteath 's have
been, kept going in the manufacture of six-
inch pipes and larger. The State Implement
Works have not made six-inch pipes for
nearly a year.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The hion. member
should get sonme better information than that.

The 'Minister for Works: H% had better
read his brief again.

,Mr. PICKERING: It will be within the
memory of lion, members that I moved for
a select committee to inquirg into the Wynd-
ham Meat Works.

The Minister for Works: Oh, yes!
Mr. PICKERING: 1 regret that the Min-

ister in charge, of those works is not present.
The Minister for Works: I know enough

about them.
Mir. PICKERING: It will also be remem-

bered that there was an unholy alliance in
this Chamber on that occasion.

The CHATR'MAN: What has that to do
with the Estimates?

Mr. PICKERING: It has to do with the
Wyndham Meat Works. They are part of the
State trading concerns. The object I had
was defeated at that time. 'Members will
also recollect that a motion "-as introduced
in another place and carried, in spite of the
alliance which existed in this Chamber. The
select committee is now making its investi-
gations, and I an, glad of it. The committee
will douhflessr do a lot in the way of finding
out the true position.

Mr. Teesdale: A lot of money wasted.
Mr. 0 'Loghlen: When you find out some-

thing, what then?
Mr. PICKERING: That urill be the time

for us to consider our position. I am anxious
in introducing these subjects to assist the
Government if I can.

lion. T. Walker: Oh!
Mr. PICKERING: My desire is to have

some saving effected, and to relieve this coun-
try of thke burden of debt under which it is,
struggling to-da 'Y. I contend that one of the
ways by which the Governent can adjust
the financeial position is by realising as soon
as possible onl the State trading concerns.

The Minister for Works: On the whole
lot?

Hon. T. Walker: Realise on the railways,
the I. A.B., the Agricultural Bank and others?

"Mr. PICKERTNG: I am dealing *fth the
State trading concerns.

Bion. T. Walker: 'They are all State trail-
ig concerns.

.Mr. PICKERING: I understood in the
past the Mfinister for Works to be one of the
strongest advocates in this H~ouse for the
scrapping of the State trading concerns.

The Minister for Works: Not scrapping
them; selling them, yes. I would sell them
to-day.

MIr. PICKERING: In reply to a question I
asked a few days ago with regard to a re-

turn dealiug with the Wyndhiam Meat Works,
wve have been supplied with the return which
gives us the cost to the 30th Junte, 1921. Tbis
is put down as £729,758 in conetion with
buildings, plant, water supply etc., while
the jetty which has been transfe-rred to tile
Harbour and Light Department vost £35,368,
and with the interest paid up to the 30th
June lost-no sinking fund has been pro-
vided-amounting to £201,479 we get a total
of over a million pounds which the works
have cost up to date. The report also shows
that the general manager receives a salary of
£1,500, the accountant £450, sales and general
clerk £322, stores clerk £822, at-countsi clerk
£286, typist £192, another typist £156, andi
live stock manager £698. All these officials
arc in Perth. Now we turn to Wyndham.

Mir. Mann: They are all temporary officers.
Mr. PICKERING: I understand all these

people are under anl agreement for some years
and that it is impossible to get rid of then,.
At Wyndbami we find there is a works man-
ager who has quarters and who receives%
£775 per annunt, ant assistant works manager
£450, acting accounts officer £341, typist and
clerk £.325, shipping clerk £344, wages and
costs clerk £3.51, general clerk £182, and chief
engineer £600, making a total of £7,298 to run
works which are standing still. Owing to
the stock of frozen beef remaining in tile
store it hans not been possible to completely
lay uip the works. It entirely laid up the cost
would include intertest £75,000 and insurance
£3,500. So that no matter what happens we
are faced with the position that we have to
pay £78,500 per annum interest and insurance.
Th e caretaking and the maintenane of the
works and other expenses will run into another
£5,000 per annum. Then there is a marginal
note in the report referring to £88,500 which
covers other charges I have mentioned. The
working account is given as £71,166 and in-
terest £65,288, a total of £136,454. The re-
turn which has been laid onl the table is
worthy of perusal by every lion. member. It
it does not disclose a serious pusitiwi of at-
fairs I an, lit a loss to understand what does.

Mr. 'Marshall: Vestey s have closed down.
Hlon. W. (". Angwin: All the meat works

are in the same position just now.
.Mr. PICKERINO: That does not make-

any difference sol far ats we are concerned.
Thep Legislative Cotincil realising the serious-
ness of the position has appointed a select
coiimnittee who will report to that Chamber
andl advise whamt should he done with thet
neat works. I hope that the recommendattion
of the select cotiiiittee will be in the dire-
tion of disposing of the works on the best
terms bid as soon as possible.

-Mr. Marshall: Whlna have you in view as
a buyer?

Mr. PICKER ING: Thme attitude of this
House is opposed to the sale of the works.
Membhers here woul() prefer to vontifine to
run them at enormous expense and disregard
of what may happen. I asked a question in
regard to the staff a few nights ago, and was
informed that it waq absolutelyv necessary to
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keep the staff employed. Seeing that I got
the return placed on the Table on the 8th
October, it is fair to assume that reductions
hare been made in the staff. The member
for Murchison. (Mr. Marshall) interjected
that Vestey 'a had not closed down.

Mr. Marshall : I said they had closed
,down.

Mr. PICKERING : They have closed
down for an indefinite period, and I am
quite sure that the whole of the staff has
been -wiped out.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Are you quite sure,
or is that merely your opinion!

Mr. PICKERING: That is my opinion
based on my knowledge of business matters.
- Mr. Teesdale: Would you be surprised to
know that very extensive alterations and
additions are being made there?

Mr. PICKERING.: We know that the
Wyndham works will require the expendi-
taire of another £E200,000 before they can
,carry on the business for which they were
built. It has been admitted that the cold
storage is inadequate and that the expendi-'ture of the amount I have mentioned must
be put in hand. We must seriously eon-
eider the position of the State trading con-
ceerns which have run us into something
like £2,000,000. Those concerns, while they
-are closed down, and whilst not operating,
are adding to the costs for which the State
is respansible and which will have to be
met. it would be wise to cut our loss as
-soon as possible, even though we lost up to
£0 or 40 per cent. of the original value of
the works.

The Minister for Works : Would you
close all?

Mr. PICKERING: Yes. I believe if all
these works were sold it would be better
for the State. A principle is involved. Is
the country in favour of the maintenance
of State trading concerns or is it not?

Mr. O'Loghlen: Yes.
Mr. PICKERING: The indications are to

the contrary.
Hon. T. Walker: Nothing of the kind.
Mr. O'Loghlen: Not one Of Your candi-

dates at the election advocated the aboli-
tion of these works.

Mr. pIC]KERING:. If we are to remedy
the positiou we must take drastic steps. It
is for the House to decide what is to be
,done and the matter should receive the
earliest possible attention. There is another
aspect to which I should like to draw atten-
tion and that is the enormous cost to the
State of the current we are supplying I roni
the East Perth power house. We find that
a contract was entered into with the Perth
City Council and with the Fremantle Couu-
cil which involves the State in a per-
manent loss for 50 years. I am at a
loss to understand how anyone could
'have entered into a contract for such
a long Period. We arc told that it
is impossible to reduce the cost of cur-
rent while the price of Collie coal goes on
increasing. The smalls, which I under-

stand are used at the power house, were
originally supplied at 4s. Gd. per ton. Now
the cost is three times that amount.

Mr. Teesdale called attention to the state
of the House.

Quorum formed.
Mr. PICKERING: I was referring to the

contract made for the supply of current
for 50 years.

Mr. Mann: You must admit that Perth
wAs entitled to some consideration because
4f the concession they had.

Mr. PICKERING: Are the Government
entitled to enter into a contract for 50
years at a figure which cannot possibly be
readjusted ?

Mr. O'Loghlen: You voted for the exten-
sion of the pastoral lenses away into the
future,

Mr. PICKERING: I was not here when
that motion was submitted. It we had
loyal minded citizens, the Perth City Coun-
cil and the Freman tle Council would re-
pudiate that agreement with the Govern-
nient end assist to put it on a different
basis.

Hon, T. Walker: That is Bolshevism.
.Mr. PICKERING : The present agree-

ment enables them to get current and make
a profit out of the State.

Mr. M1ann interjected.
Mr. PICKERING: It is admifted that

the Perth City Couincil did not keep their
birthright. I1 ant sorry that the Govern-
ment were, so misguided as to enable the
Perth City Council to take current from
them iunder these conditions.

The Minister for 'Works: I am sorry that
you arc making an attack upon a. member
of your own party.

Mr. PICIKERING: I am sure that that
particular member of our party is quite
capable of defending himself.

The Minister for Mines : Hear, hear I
That is correct on this subject in particular.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: "We could raise the
price of fertilisers and make up for three
times this amount.

Mr. PICKERING- If the hion, member
could raise anything, the reflex of which
would be detrimental to the farmers, I ann
quite sure he would do it.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You can always raise a
discussion.

The CHAIRMAN: Order I I must ask
lion. members to refrain from these inter-
jections,

Mr. PICKERING: We know that a
select committee has been appointed by the
Upper House to inquire into the operationsi
of the State Steamship Service, as one of
the items for investigation.

The Mkinister for Works: That again is a
matter concerning one of your own party.

Mr. PICKERING: I am not dealing with
individuals but principles. I do not care
what an individual may have done. I am
not looking at it from that standpoint. I
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do not believe in these principles and I am
within my rights in opposing them. I re-
gret that this seems to hurt* some hon.
members who are present.

Ron. W. C. Angwhn: Not if you tell the
truth about them.

Mir. PICKERING: I am stating what is
true. I challenge any hen, member to re-
pudiate the accuracy of my statement that
the Legislative Council has appointed a
select committee to carry out this investiga-
tion. Is that a fact or not? Hon. members
know very well that it is a fact, and that is
as far as I have gone in my statement. The
State Steamship Service, in my opinion,
should be disposed of. The time is most
opportune for the State to adopt that course.
We have few or no vessels in that service
about which we can write home. If we were
to give private companies ani opportunity to
operate along the North-West coast, the
people there would get a more adequate ser-
flee.

Mir. Angelo: At a cost.
Hon. T. Walker: Does the member for

Gascoyne agree with that statement?
Mir. Angelo: Certainly not.
Mr. PICKERING: I am sorry the member

for Gascoyne has already spoken, because I
did not tell him that I intended to discuss
this aspect. As I an'i dealing with every
other aspect, however; I could not fairly
leave out the trading concern in which. the
member for Gascoyne is interested.

Air. Angelo: I do not consider the State
Steamship Service a trading concern, but a
public developmental utility.

Hon. T. Walker: The service is the equiva-
lent of the railways in the other parts of the
State.

Mir. Angelo: That is the position.
Mr. PICKERING: The member for Gas-

coyno regards the State Steamship Service
as he does railways which operate in other
parts of the State and in other parts of
Australia. I give the hon. member credit
for his convictions on that point, but I have
been informed by many people who live in
the 'North-West that they were better served
by the private companies than by the State
Steamship Service.

Mr. Mullany: What about the flusselton
butter factory?9

Mr. PICKERING: Regarding the Russel-
ton batter factory, attempts have been made
to thrust it upon us. I can give hon. mem-
bers my assurance that I am doing all that
is possible to secure the capital so that we
can purchase the factory.

The Minister for Mines, You have waited
a long time for that. You wait till it is
well established before you move in that
direction.

Mfr. PICKERING: Some of the other
trading concerns have been -waiting a long
time, too, and they are well established.

Rion. T. Walker: Why do not the Westra-
lian Farmers Ltd. want to get a monopoly of
them?

Mr. PICKERING: They may.

Ron. T. Walker: You know that it is so.
Mr. PICKERING: The people at Russel-

ton are not in a position to buy the butter
factory, but they are anxiious to do so.

The Minister for Works: It is quite easy.
Mr. PICKERING: The Minister for Works,

as a member of the Government, is in the
Position to get money easily, but we are not;
in the same position.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: You are the richest an
in tbe Country Party.

Mir. PICKERING: I am not speaking in-
dividually. Although I am prepared to do
my share when the time arrives, I am not
prepared to run the butter factory on my
own. The time appears to be opportune for
the Government to dispose of the State
Steamship Service, and I hope the Govern-
ment will seriously consider this position.
While 1 advocate the disposal of the State
trading concerns, I do not wish to see them
thrown away. If the Government are sin-
cere in the protestations of their desire to
get rid of the State trading concrns, the
time is opportune to endeavour to do so.

Hion. W. C. Angwin: Were you at that
conference yesterday?

Mir. PICKERING: Which conference?
Rion. W. C. Angivin: The one about State

trading concerns.
Air. PICKERING: The hon. member can

bet that if there is any conference, I will be
there. Ile can take that for granted. . While
advocating that the trading concerns should
be got rid of, I do not propose th 'at they
should be scrapped. I propose that they
should be sold as soon as a reasonable offer
is received.

The Minister for Works: Hear, heart I
agree with you.

Mir. PICKERING: I regret that the Mlin-
ister for Works does not let me finish what I
intended to say.

The Minister for Works; You gave me a,
shock.

Mr. PICXERI NG: The Minister should be
used to shocks by now. I am extremely grate-
ful for the returns that the Premier has been
pleased to place before us. The returns
enable us to get a pretty fair idea of the
State finances. What I regret is that these
returns indicate that in most cases we have
to look for deficiencies. There are deficits,
falling off in trade and falling off in every
way shown where we would wish operations
to be successful. To any honest individual-
and I think we are all honest men in this
Chamber-it must be a matter of gravest
concern having regard to the returns of the
nature the Premier has placed before us. I
view with alarm the serious position con-
fronting this State. There is forecasted in-
creased expenditure in every way and I r-e-
gret to say, from a perusal of the Estimates,
that I do not see that drastic cutting down
in the different departments that I had hoped
to see. I believe Ministers have done as much
as they think can possibly be done but, in
the face of the present position which is so
serious, when the need fox ecoany is so,
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P.4russing, I think F oanethiug more should
have been dlone, particularly in the cutting
down, of the increases to officers receiving
higher salaries. I cannot understand why in-
creases have been given, to those who are
already in receipt of fairly reasonable enmolu-
ments. I do not want to see the under-paid
section of the community cut down, because
I recognise that no decent man can live
reasonably well unless he luas a reasonably
high salary to-day. When we see the higher
paid men receiving increases of £50-

Mr. Teesdale: And still in court.
Mr. PICKERING : And still going ahead, it

should be a matter for grave concern for the
people of this State. I do trust Ministers will
take what T say in the spirit in which I make
these remarks. We should do our utmost to
economis in these days.

The Minister for Works: This matter is not
in our hands: we have not that much control
over the civil service to-day.
jMr. PICKERING: That is a feature that
distresses me very much. The Leader of the
Opposition illustrated this point when he spoke
on the Budget. lie said that members of Par-
liament had little or no control over the finances
and I believe, with my increasing experience
as a member of Parliament, that there is a grat
deal of truth in that statement. The deficit is
mounting up.

.Mr. O'Loghlen: Have you finished with the
State trading concerns ?

Mr. PICKERING : For the time being.
M5r. O'oghlen: You should not pick the eyes

Out tsut yorself.
Mr. PICKERING: I have discussed those-
Mr. O'Loghlen: You should tackle the others

and be fair-
Mr. PICKERING: floes the hon. member

want me to deal with the sawmills?
M r. O'Loghlon: What about the brickworks

and the quarries and so on ?
Mr. PICKERING: It is not a question to

my mind whether these trading concerns are
paying or not. It is a matter of principle.
I say that the action of the State, in undertaking
enterprises that can very well be controlled
by private people, is inimical to the best interests
of the community. It will drive private -enter-
prise Irmi this State when it is wanted.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Oh, wake up!I
Hont. W. C. Angwin: Why do people tell

lies about the concerns
Mr. PICKERING: if we want that prosperity

and growth which can only follow from successful
business management. we must realis that it is
not the province of the State to enter into these
trading concerns, but to gotern. This is where
we have gone wrong during the past few years.
My object is not to sacrifice these particular
State trading concerns but to lay down a principle
that we should act upon and get rid of them
at the earliest possible moment and so save
increasing the deficit of the State.

Mr. Muncie: Would you dispose of the rail-
ways as well ?
,Hon. W. C. Angtvin: We will not vote for

the extension of any more railways if you throw
out these State trading conerns.

Mfr. PICKERING : The railways are State
utilities.

Hon. T. Walker : It is a trading concern under
State management.

Mr. PICKERING: It is a policy laid down
not only in Western Australia, but in every
State and the Commonwealth as well, that the
railways shall be State-owned. That is the
policy we are committed to.

Hon. W. 'C. Angwin: That is State owner-
ship.

Mr. PICKERING : The same policy applies
to the Genta Post Office which is in a sens
a trading concern, but it is a public utility.

Hon. W. C. Anguin: The State Implement
Works constitute a public utility.

Mr. PICKERING: They are not; there is
an essential difference between a State trading
concern and a State utility.

Hon. T. Walker: That is due to your lack
of logic.

Mr. PICKERING : It is because of the past
policy regarding the State concerns, that we
shall have to get rid of them.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : The Westralian Farmers
are not going to get the implement works
handed over to them on credit.

Mr. IlAtham: They do not want them on
credit.

The Minister for Works: They wanted them
and did not want to pay a single penny.

Mr. PICKERING: In looking over the various
returns, and particularly No. 3, it would appear
that it is not contemplated that there will be
any expenditure in connection with State trading
concerns so far as extra additions are concerned.
I take that as an augury th it it is the intention
of the Government to introduce a rmaure to
enable them to dispose of these concerns. The
deficit forecasted for 1921-22 is £,571,728. If
we add that amount, as mentioned by the Leaider
of the Opposition, to the sum the Government
expect to receive on account of the increased

licensing fees, we shall have a deficit very much
the sam as that experienced during the last
few yeairs- It appears to me like the recurring
decimals. What are we to do regarding the
deficit ? We go on funding it and the interest
accumulates. It will accumulate unttil, I am
afraid, we shall be submerged by the volume of
the deficit. Something will have to be done. It is
no good members sitting in their places and taking
the position lying down. When the " West
Australian " draws attention to the condition
of affairs in this Chamber and the few members
who take an interest in this debate-a debate
which is the most vital during the course of the
session-it does not tend to impress upon the
people of the State the fact that members are
considering the serious financial position that
confronts them.

Hon. T. Walker: Look around on your own
side now. One, two, three members in their
places.

Mr. PICKERING : I have not made this a
perwsonlmatter; I have never donews. I cannot
wee behind me, hut I am content to put up
with any contumely which may arise. The
position of Western Australia finainciailly is
common to the world practically. Pretty well
every part of the world is in difficulty and
trouble, especially financially. What do we
find from history is the best way of getting out
of these financial difficulties?
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The Minister for Works: Repudiate your
debts ?

Mr. PICKERING: No; we find that the
country prepared to face the position with
courage is the one that emerges successfully.
The one tht is prepared to adopt the tactics
or attitude of Great Britain is the one that is
most likely to get out of the morass of difficulty
which environs the people to-day.

Mr. O'Loghlen : What attitude is that?
-Mr. PICKERING:- To right the position

by drawing on its revenue only-
Mr. OtLoghien: That is a long way from

being right.
Mr. PICKERING: By paying as much

as possible out of revenue and refraining fm
tonching borrowed money. I do not say it is
possible for us to go to that extreme length in
Wester Australia to-day, hut it should be one
of the axioms which guide the Government
to live as far as possible within the revenue. If
we do that, there is some hope that we shall
be able to get down this ever-increasing deficit.
Until the people wake up to the fact that they
must be courageous in these matters, they will
never get out of their difficulties. It is the
easiest thing possible to go on borrowing.

Mr. O'Loghlen:. It is not too easy.
Mr. PICKERING: Perhaps it is not quit

easy at present but, seeing that we have the
alluring temptation of a new market, I fear
there will be another effort to float new loans at
an early date.

Hot. T. Walker: An absolute necessity in
Western Australia ; the country cannot be
developed without borrowed money.

Mr. PICKERING:- We have the exampl of
Queensland, and we have heard members here
express gratification at the success of the flota-
tion of the Queensland loan in America.

Mr. O'toghlen: Hlear, hear! A salutary
lesson.

Mr. PICKERING:; I regret it, and I hope
Western Australia will not be compelled to seek
foreign markets for loans.

Mr. Munsie: I applaud them for not being
dictated to.

Mr. Teesdale:- You ought to be ashamed
of yourself to say it.

Mr. Cbrboy: 'Those who prevented Queens -
land from getting money in London should be
ashamed.

Mr. Teesdale: The country which has pro-
tected you for 50 or 60 years and never charged
you a farthing for it!

Mr. Munsie:- But they refused to lend it
Mr. Teesdale: Roatten, ingratitude!
The CHAIRMAN: Order!
'Mr. PICKERING:- I promise to detain the

Committee for only a, few minutes longer if
members will contain themselves. They will
have an opportunity to hold the Bloor and can
then do what they like.

The CRAIRMAN: Iem heret-o see that other
hon. members contain themselves.

Mr. PICKERING: It is niot easy to continue
a discourse when one is aossailed by all sorts of
interjections quite foreign to the subject . I
think members might show me a little considers.-
tion, seeing that what I am out to do is, if pos-
sible, to suggest means by which the State may
get out of its financial difficulties.

Mr. O'Loghlen:- You do not always show
us consideration.

Mr. PICKERING: I think that!I cant claim
that I alway's show consideration to other
members quite as much as anyone else, and it
is only fair that they should give me an oppor-
tunity to state my views.

Mr. Mtosie: We are not hindering you very
much.

Mr. PICKERING: We must not continue
on that easy course of borrowing, without taking
care that the money borrowed is properly ex-
pended in the best interests of the State. There
is only one direction in which it should be spent,
and that is in the development of the country
and its resources. We should continue our
system of immigration so long as it is on the
lines of bringing to the State people sound in
health and in mind and, as far as possible, sound
in pocket, and settling them on our vacant
spaces. This would be spending money to the
advantage of the country and in its heat in-
terests. I would advocate and support anything
of that nature, but when it comes to investing
money in State enterprise, or anything of that
kind, I shall be up against it every time. The
money which has been devoted to the estab-
lishment of State enterprises could well have
been devoted to the purpose of settling our
vacant spaces. I would support any measure
to throw open the country to settlement, and
I want to see settlement prosecuted on sound
and prosperous lines. I speak with some know-
ledge of the difficulties that confront settlers in
this country. When I started on the land I
began with virgin forest. Mr. Peterson, then
manager of the Agricultural Bank, went down
to see my property and be expressed himself as
being appalled at the task that confronted me.

Mr. O'Loghlen : That timber area should
never have been let under conditional purchase
conditiois.

39r. PICKERING: While others fell by the
wayside-

Mr. Teedale: Oh, oh 1
Mr. PICKERING: The hon. memaber can

look at the map and see the deserted blocks.
I stuck to my holding and worked it to the beat
of my ability. With such experience, and
knowing the hardships and difficulties con-
fronting the new settlers, I say that anything
which can be done to ameliorate their conditions
and Aive facilities for comfort and pleasure
which truly belong to them, should he done.
The women of the country deserve our most
serious consideration. I have all along fought
the fight for the women.

Mr. O'ILoghlea: Are you the only one?
Mr. Teesdale: Why, you voted against them

sitting in this House.
Mr. PICKERING : That was a diflecrent

proposition. The women in the country have
to work very hard to keep things going, and
everything that can he done to alleviate their
conditions and make their lives more happy and
contented should he done.

'Ar. O'Loghlen: Have you done any more
for the women than other members have done ?

'.%r. PIC KERING: No, but I claim to have
done my share. If the bon. member asks
whether I did my utmost to keep women out
of this House, my reply is that I did, but beyond
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that I have dune may best to help them in every
Way-

Mrs. Cowan: Has the member for Forrest
dons his beat ?

Mr. O'Loghlen: I voted to permit you to
come here, and I do not know whether I acted
wisely or not.

Mr. PICKERING: I have endeavoured to
show my desire that the finances of the State
should be adjusted as speedily as possible. I
have suggested that the only ways by which we
can accomplish this are by taxation, retrench-
meat and entering into only such works as are
likely to be remumerative to the State.

Mr. O'Loghlen : The sawmills are remun-
erative ; they returned £30,000.

Mr. .PICKERING : And the Government
should get rid of the State enterprises as soon
as possible. I think these are tangible suggest-
tions which the Government might very well
consider.

Hon. T, Walker: They are as old as Adam.
'Mr. PICKERING: The line for the Govern-

meat to pursue is that of developing the country
and settling suitable immigrants in our rural
areas. A reflection was cast on the Country
Patty by the member for North-East Fremantle
(Hon. W. C. Angivin) because they did not deal
with the subject of the Agricultural Bank end
the Industries Assistance Board.' As a member
for the South-West, I would like to mention that
the advantages of the L.A.B. have never per-
tained to my particular electorate.

Mr. A. Thomson:- They should.
Mr. PICKERING: The advantages of the

LA.B. should have been extended to the South-
West as well as to other parts of the State.

Hon. W. Q. Angwin: I did not say anything
about the Country Party. I said the member
for' Katanning had not dealt with them.

Mr. PICKER~fING:~ If I have stated anything
inaccurate regarding the member for North-East
Fremantle, I withdraw it. I understood him to
say that members of the Country Party had not
dealt with these matters. I regret that the same
attitude has been adopted by the Agricultural
Bank and that it has been with. -the utmost
difficulty that settlers in the South-West have
secured the assistance they needed, so much so
that a great portion of the business that has
fallen to my lot since I have had the honour
to represent the district of Sussex has comprised
tatters dealing with the Agricultural Bank.
I contend that if there is one portion of, the
State more than another which needs the assist-
ance of the Agricultural Bank, it is the South-
West. It is the eldorado Which the Premier
contemplates developing. I wish him every
success in the undertaking. I realise the diffi-
culties which confront him, one of which will he
the financing of the settlers. So surely as we
open up the South-West, so surely must we he
faced with obligations in the way of assisting the
people who are to be settled there.

Mr. MacCalluin Smith: How much money
has been sunk there already ?

Mr. PICKERING: I do not know, but I do
not believe the money sunk in the South-West
would be anything like equal to the amount sunk
in the drier areas of this State and on some of
the sandplain areas which will never be of much
benefit to the State. The probability is that, if
the accounts of the Agricultural Bank were

investigated, it would be found that those of the
South-West, pro rate, were as financial as the
grat majority in the wheat areas. I have no
dsires to make invidious comparisons, but the
member for North Perth (Mr. MaeCallus Smith),
who takes every opportunity to belittle any
remarks I make in this House, caused me to
do so. I am aware that the staffs engaged by
the Agricultural Bank and the I.A.B. are huge
and they are increasing day by day, which, ino
'a measure, is due to the activities under the
soldier settlement scheme. I understand it is
the desire of the Premier that payment should
be made to the settlers on their farms. This
will mean the employment of a large body of
inspectors. I believe there are already '70 in.
spiectors engaged under the scheme. These
figures -have been given to me on reasonably
good authority and I believe this is one of the
factors accountable for the high cost of running
the Department of Agriculture. If we adopt
the scheme of taking the money to the settler
on his holding, there must be more inspections
to see that the work is carried out and to make
the payments. I have not had much experience
of the Agricultural Bank, but 1 believe it will
be, and has been, of very great benefit to the
State. If there have been losses in the South-
West, they have been more than compensated
for by the development which has taken place.
I am unaware of the disadvantageous comparison
mentioned by the member for North Perth, and
I do not accept it without confirmation. I
commend to the Government the desirability of
extending the operations of the Agricultural
Bank to the South-West on a more liberal basis,
seen that the difficulties which confront settlers
there are greater and more costly. I also re-
commend the Government to consider the
extension of the L.A.B. to the South-West, that
is conceding it is the intention of the Government
to maintain the I.K.B. It is i my opinion an
invidious distinction that settlers in one par-
ticular area should have these advantages to
the exclusion of settlers in other areas.

Mr. O'Loghlen: We do not want an extension
of the I.A.B. ; it should be wound up altogether
to save money.

Mr. PICKERING : If so, no injustice would
be done to the people of my electorate, because
they have not enjoyed the advantages of the
I.A.B. I do not wishto beselfish, ithe I.A.B.
has carried out good work it should be allowed
to continue that work. If the I.A.B. could be
amalgamated with the Agricultura] Bank, and

a dngm. in administration effected, it would
be worthy of consideration by the Minster.
I do not like to conclude without making some
reference to the trip members are about to make
to the South-Wed. It was my privilege to
be one of the party who made a trip through the
wheat areas, and I was grateful indeed to the
Premier for affording us that opportunity. It
was a great enlightenment to me and has helped
me considerably in the discussions which have
taken place in this Chamber. I believe that
that trip resulted in savings to the State in many
ways. Alter it, hou. members when. speaking
on certain subjects connected with the wheat
areas knew about what they were speaking.
Wow there is a trip about to be made to the
South-West. In this connection I regret certain
questions asked in this Chamber, questions which
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I consider might well have been omitted. I
asked no such questions when the trip through
the wheat areas was proposed. In my opinon,
members are not desirous of visiting the South-
West except with the object of gainng first-
hand knowledge of its possibilities.

The Minister for Works:. It Will broaden
their views.

Mr. PICKERING : I agree with the Minister
for Works. So far as lies within may power, I
have co-operated with various road boards and
municipalities in my electorate to see that arrange-
ments shall be made to have motor cars avail-
able, in order that members of this Assembly
may see as much as possible of the district.
Everything that can be done by the people of
the South-West towards that end will be done
with the greatest pleasure. I can assure mem-
bars, however, that if they think my electors
are going to spread themselves out in arranging
banquets and smoke socials, they are very mueh
mistaken. What my electors intend to do is
to afford hon. memhers every available means
of gaining a knowledge of the work which lies
in front of them, namely the promotion of the
development of the South-West.

Mr-R . SMIJTH (Nelson) [5-48]: It was
not my intention to speak on the Estimates
generally. I have not sufficient vanity to believe
that I can give the Government any information
that would be of material advantage to them.
However, after listening to the speech of the
member for Katanning (.1r, A. Thomson),
and in view of the questions which that hon.
member asked in this Chamber yesterday, I
feel it incumbent upon me to make a few ob-
servations. PossHibly I om egotistical in saying
tha~t I believe the development of the South-
West wil prove to he the solution of this State's
financial problem. I regret to learn that this
year's defieit is likely to amount to some £560,000,
and that at the close of the current financial
year thle accumulated deficit will ha something
over five millions sterling. I was returned
to ParliamenUt with a, special mandate from my
electors to endeavour to arrest the deficit, if
it is possible to do so. However, after listening
to the speech of the Leader of the Opposition
on these Estimates, I came to the conclusionA
that I do not possess suflicient knowledge of
finance to be able to afford members of this
committee or the people of Western Australia
a solution of the financial problem. Still, I
believe there arm many points connected with
the Estimates which should receive the par-
ticular attention of the Committee. One point
is the suggestion of the member for Katanning
that there should be a reduction of 10 per cent.
in Parliamentary salaries. I do not agree with
that suggestion, unless the reduction applies
right through the Estimates, Some portions
Of the Estimates could, I consider, very well be
done without. The worst sinking fund we have
is our Public Service. At present the Public
Serv-ice seems to be outside the control of Par-
liament. I do not know whether the reason is
that members representing metropolitan con-
stituencies are afraid of offending some of their
political supporters, o! whether party politics
hold such sway in Western Australia that either
side is afraid to move in the direction of reform

of the Public Service ; but the fact remains that
no such action is even attempted. In m3
opinion, there was an opportunity of effectini
some decent reforms when the Public Service
strike occurred. That was the time when: the
Government of the day had the ball at theji
feet and should have ,kicked it. They should
have said to the public servants, " You have gone
out on strike, and broken your regulations,
and thus you forfeit the privileges which you
have enjoyed.' And then the Government
should have proceeded to reconstruct the entire
Public Service. However, I1 do not propose to
cry over spilt milk. I have no 'wish to be vini-
dictive, but in the iast, when I was an out-and-
out supporter of Labour, as I remained for a
considerable period, eventually taking' up that
independent attitude which 1 intend to maintain,
in those days of the past I discovered that the
men employed in Government offices were the
bitterest opponents of Labour policy. Now, it
seems to me that the one solution of our financial
problem is, more population, We can place
thousands of settlers in the South-West, more
especially in its extreme portion. I was indeed
pleased to ' hear the Premier's declaration the
other evening that be intended to place 1,000
settlers on the coast between Bun bury and
Fremantle, But to that end railway facilities
are necessary. Members say that we have too
many miles of railway relatively to our popula-
tion. There see certain railwaysi which may
have keen warranted at the tine they were
constructed, but which to-day are practically
useless, and certainly not serving the best interests
of the country.. Within the nest week or two
members of this Chamber and of another place,
and probably other visitors, will have an op-
portunity of seeing the fringe, but the fringe
only, of the great South-West -,and. in view of
that trip I urge on this Comimittee thu advisable-
ness, having regard to the present high cost of
rails, of pulling up the rails now locked up in
such lines as the Port Hedland-Marble Bar,
with a view to their being utilised in the building
of a section of railway in the South-West. That
cotuse would enable 1,00M settlers to be placed
on south-wcitemn land. Anyone who knows
the timber possibilities and the settlement
possibilities of the South-West will, I am sure,
agree with that statement. Never in the history
of Western Australia has there been such a
demand for our timbers. Now the timber in-
dustry and land settlement must go hand in
hand. There is employment in the South-West
for 1,000 timber workers to-morrow ; and they
would be followed by 1,000 settlers on the land,
who would rear families. Another solution of
our financial difficulties seems to lie in the direc--
tion of taxation. I agree with the Leader of
the Opposition that some scientific basis of
taxation should be arrived at. I am prepared
to guarantee that 75 per cent. of the members of
this Chamber pledged themselves to the electors
to support a tax on unimproved land. I know
that on every platform from which I spoke I
declared myself in favour of such taxation. I
fail to understand why some private member,
having regard to the failure of the Gdvernment
to move in this direction, has not taken the neces-
sary steps.

Hon. W. C Angwin: A private member
cannot do that.
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Mr. J. H. SMITH: Then why has not a
motioni of want of confidence in the Government
been moved ? Some members on the other
side of the Chamber seem to be very unruly.
and I ask those members why Borne action is
not being taken to force the Government to
impose either a tax on the unimproved value
of land or a tax on unimproved land ? The
speech of the member for Katanning the other
evening-and I am glad the hon. member is
no', in the Chamber- proved to my mind that
the Country Party are not sincere regarding
the development of the South-West. At all
events, when the deputy Leader of the Country
Party, whether for fame or for advertisement
or from sme other motive, asks such questions
as he put yesterday, as to why the Government,
having regard to the Stae's financial stress,
were proposing a trip to the South-West, and
so forth, that fact in itself proves conclusively
to my mind that the people of the South-West
cannot expect much from the Country Party,
or perhaps I should say, from the deputy Leader
of the Country Party.

Mr. A. Thomson: I know a good deal about
the South-West.

Mr. J. H. SMITH : I do not know that any
member of the Country Party sitting in this
Chnmber raised any objection when the excursion
to the wheat areas was proposed, or inquired as
to the probable cost. I am extremely surprised
at and disappointed with the member for Kat-
anning. Now I would suggest what I consider
tohe a very fair tax. We are continually crying
out for immigrants, for more popullation. There-
fore I propose a tax on bac -helors. I consider
that every unmarried man of more than 25
years of age should pay at least £5 per annum,
by way of bachelor tax. As a bachelor grows
older, the amount of the tax would rise. Any
bachelors in this Assembly should pay double
tax. How can we expect this country to rise
from its present condition of financial stagnation
unless we get more population?1 The born
Australian is, in my opinion, far preferable to
any immigrant. 'While we have equal pay for
the two sexes, we shall find the young lady
refusing to get married so long as she can have
a cushy job in an office and receive a fair wage,
or possible a little more than a fair wage by
reason of her goods looks. Such a young lady
would consider that with a good job she was
better off than she would be married and rearing
a young family.

Mr. M1"ahum Smith: Do you propose to
tax old maids as well ?

Mr. T. H. SMITH : No. I would not tax any
lady over the age of 40.

Mr. Macallum Smith: They never arrive at
that age.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I would tax a bachelor up

tthe age of 55. He is not much good after he
ha qulfed for the old age pension. One

thing I am very pleased about is that Mr. Lane-
Poole is going. This evening's paper states that
that gentleman has decided to leave his job,
and is now going on long service leave. Mr. S.
L. Kessell, I see, has heen appointed acting
Conservator. I hope this acting Conservator
business is not going to become a permanent
affair again. I trust that the Government will
promptly all applications from practical men
having a thorough knowledge of our forests, and

that the best of the applicants will be appointed
Conservator. In that ease, I feel perfectly sure, an
era of prosperity will set in for the South-West.
I would sooner fill the position with a Western
Australian than with an outsider. I believe
that the men we have here are better than any
obtainable from outside. An outsider might
come here with a vast deal of theoretical know-
ledge, but without any knowledge of the con-
ditions obtaining in our forests. A practical
Conservator wvill know where the hest timber
is, and will probably Listen to reason. However,
I trust that the next Conservator of Forests will
not be clothed wvith the same extensive powers
as Mr. Lane-Poole has enjoyed. I believe it will
be possible to arrest the financial drift in respect
of the forests if the Minister will but reconsider
the whole question.

Mr. O'Loghlen . Have you seen the regulations
he tabled yesterday?

Mr. J. H. SMITH : No, I have not had an
opportunity to read them. I trust they are
not too drastic. However, there is an avenue
of revenue there. Within two or three or four
miles of the railway £42 per load is being paid
for sleepers, and anything up to 13s. is being
paid for cutting. We have thousands of acres
of forests in which millions of sleepers can he
cut. The Minister should reconsider the whole
question and agree to allow a certain proportion
of the timber to lie exported. Our forests are
degenerating. There is in them timber which
in a few years will not bea worth cutting. The
Minister should take it out of the hands of the
Conservator. In this regard I trust the Govern-
ment will select a local practical man for the
position of Conservator. I do not favour the
reduction of the Education Vote. Nor do p'
wish to embarrass the Government, but I trust
they will endeavour to make ends meet,

'Mr. O'Loghlen: How do you feel on the
question of the new liquor licenses?

Mr. J. H, SMITH: That is a matter I wish to
touch upon. I can speak with authority on that
question. The liquor trade is taxed far more
than any other trade anywhere. I do not see
any heavy taxes imposed on those who make uip
soda and milks at lUd. and charge 6d. for them,
nor on those who charge 8d. for a cup of tea
and a scone. But the liquor trade suffers every
time. The member for Katanning (Mr. A.
Thomson) suggested that all Votes should be
cut downm 10 per cent. He could not have been
sincere in that. I am fighting for improved
educational facilities in outlying districts. The
very life of Western Australia depends upon
education, and therefore I could never agree
to that vote being reduced ; rather would I
see it increased. But there are other votes
which should be cut down, notalbly that on which
the public service depends. The member for
Vilgarn (Mr. Corboy) has pointed out what
takes place in the public service. Young boys
enter the service and remain there until they
die. Nobody is ever sacked. The depart-
ments are like hives of bees. What all the
clerks are doing, I cannot say. If one remarks
about the employees in a department he is told,
" Oh, you ought to go round to the Works
Department. There you will see dozens of men
doing nothing at all." And at the Works De-
partment one is advised to go along to the
Department of Mines if he wishes to see a large
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number of men with plenty of time on theit
hands. We require a repeal Act. Under the
systemt of party poltics members are all afraid
of to-morrow. They say, " If we do so' and so
the public service, or this or that section of the
community, will turn against us and support
the cursed Labour Party." That is the position
exactly.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The public servants will
not vote for the Labour Party.

Mr. 3. H. SMITH: Then why are you all
afraid of them ? Why did not the past Govern.
meat, why do not the present Government, bring
in some repeal measure ? The Government
have to depend on metropolitan members for
their majority, and metropolitan members say
" We will not support you if you attack our
electors." And so the Government agree that
they must let this thing go on a bit longer, and
the old familiar drift continues. Apparently
there is no solution of this problem.

The Minister for Mines:± Yes,, there is. Make
the Government everlasting.

Hon. W. C. Angwvin:- But first put out the
present Government.

Mr. J. HT. SMITH: One solution would be
found in a reduced Parliament. If we had in
thin Chamber not 50, hut 20, members or even
10, it would be a distinct improvement,

The Minister for Works: Would not six be
better ?

Mr. J1. H. SMITH:t Yes, or even three. Per-
sonally I do not care whether I am here or not.
Better than a House of 50 members would be
one of 20 members elected irrespective of party
and appointing their own Government. That
would be a vast improvement. Them if members
did njot approve of a certain Bill or of a certain
vote in the Estimates they would not hesitate
to say so and throw out the obnoxious Measure.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We do that now.
Mr. 3. H. SMTH - I do not see it done. Only

last night the Deputy Leader of the Country
Party practically moved a motion of want of con -
fidenee in the Government. Yet nothing was
done ; he still sits in support of the Govern-
menit. if the Government were to be turned
out to-morrow the result would be merely another
coalition. The Labour Party would not be in
the coalition. They do not agree with any
other party. They do not agree with me even.
Appareintly I have forced myself upon th~m.
The Country party could'not continue if they
were to disagree with the Premier. Personally
I do not disagree with him. I am anxious to
support him tooth and nail. I am disappointed
in that he has not tackled the public service
problem, although I em pleased that he has
vigorously tackled the question of the settlement
of the South-West. In that wvill be found the
real solution of all our problems.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You have my support
there.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yes, I knowv it. The hon.
Member is one of the best f riends the South-West
ha. I also Pay a tribute to the Leader of the
Opposition as being the brainiest and best man
in the H(ouse--and I do not wish to cast re-
flections on any other member. The Leader
of the Opposition is fair in all his critisism, and
frankly willing to assist the Government in every
way. When you all come -to my electorate
the week after next we wAill endeavour to prove

to all of you the possibilities of the South-West
And, incidentally, to extend to you all the warmest
hospitality.

The, MINIsTER FOR WORKS (Hon. w. i.
George-MurrayWellington) [6-11]: The mem-
ber for Sussex referred to the Busselton district
as if that district had been robbed. That
district has not been robbed. If the hon. member
had not interfered, the work on the jetty would
have been in progress now. The facts are
these : The late Ron, Frank Wilson before he
becm Preier, rePresented to the Seaddan

Governmenthe' necessity for making certain
alteration to the Busselton jetty.

*Sitting susendd fromt 6 -15 to 7-.80 P, m.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Before
the tea adjournment I said that it had not
been mly intention to intervene on this de-
bate unless there were matters which re-
quired some authoritative statement to be
made. The ineinber for Sussex interpolated
into his speech references to his district,
which were quite justifiable, and also refer-
ences to the Busseltont jetty, about the
wisdomn of which lion, members will presently
be able to judge. The former member for
Sussex 'Was iy old friend and your old
friend, Sir, the late 'Mr. Frank Wilson. Be-
fore lie became Premier for the last time
he had an interview with the members of the
Scaddan 0-overnizeuit with regard to the
lengthening and the widening of the Busse)-
ton jetty. He received encouragement from
that Government, and an indication that the
work would be carried out. When the Wilson
Ministry took office and after we had gone
through the preliminary stages of investi-
gation, the question of the work to he enrried
on came before Cabinet and eventually was
brought under my notice by -Mr. Wilson him-
self. Money was provided to the extent of
£215,000 and I set about putting the work in
hand. I had 94 liles at Busselton in readi-
ness. The rdason I (lid not put the actual eon-
struction in hand so quickly was that I only
hadl one set of pile driving machinery, and was
not prepared to spend hundreds of pounds ini
getting together another set -when I knew I
should have one freed at Bunbury, I hoped,
iii a comparatively short timie. Somje two
months afterwards the Engineer-in-Chief
saw me in my office and said, ''I have seen
the Commissioner for Railways to-day, Mr.
J. T. Short. He protested niost vigorously
against any money beinig spent on the Bus-
selton jetty because in his opinion it is not
wanited. As it stoodI then the jetty gave
him all that lie required, and hie did
not want capital added to his capital ac-
count and so be obliged to pay intereQt upon
it,2I' I said that was a strong statement andl
that I must get it in writing. I received it
in writing. I told 'Jr. Wilson and asked
hirn how in the face of that stateient
I could proceed with the work. The
result was that the work was put on one
side. The Lefroy Government then sueC-
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ceeded the 'Wilson 'Government, and some
time after that my old friend became sick with
the illness which carried him away. I went
to see him. We were old friends of some 30
years' standing. I can hardly speak of it
to-day. He said to me, "Look here George,
my old friend, if there is a chance of your
fulfilling my promise to my electors about
that jetty I shall be glad if you will do so.
Speak to Lefroy and see what you can do."
I promised him I would do so. I saw the
then Premier, Sir H. B. Lefroy, who said,
''The promise of a Premier must be kept,
Go on with the work.'' There were still the
same conditions poneting the plant. I
could not get pile driving machinery at Bun-
bury then, and so things went on until the
present member for Sussex took a hand in the
matter. There is no doubt he is an ener-
getic member, though he is sometimes a
nuisance, as I may possibly be. I do not wish
to impugn his bons fides, but I wish he was a
little more considerate to other people than
he is at times. I went to Busselton with the
Engineer-ia-Chief about the M1argaret River
raway and other matters. We went on to
the jetty and took plans for lengthening it
and putting on fiv-e sets of rails to en-
able the timber to be handled, and the shunt-
ing of trucks to be made comparatively easy.
The lion. member himself was therd as well
as Capt. flodds. He pointed out that the
mn who were working in the shifts as hinip-
era bad no place in which to shelter or to
take their meals. This request being reason-
able I madie arrangements there and then to
provide this necessary accommodation. Some
two or three months ago the Engineer-
in-Chief again visited Busselton and there
he met Capt. Dodds, the stevedore or
wharfiager of the jetty. They were
talking together and Capt. Dodd& said,
"Look here, ',%r. Thompson, if you put
in five lines I shall have to stop work.
You will have to take to pieces the super-
structure of the present jetty, and no
ship wiill be able to load at the jetty while
that is going on. If you put four lines don
instead of. five, they will not be us good as
five but they will do the work that I need,
and I can go on loading my ships while you
are doing the work.'' The Engineer-ini-Chief
thought it over- He is a man of experience
and knowledge. Hle is not a child ur an
office boy, but a capable professional man.
He saw that hy doing this we could save
£2,000 or £Z2,5030 and if this still gave to the
man who had to do the work what he wanted
knowing the state of our ,finances, and that
I was at him all the time to keep down ex-
penses, lie agreed to the altered scheme. The
matter was not reported to me, as this was
not necessary. If Mfr. Thompson had re-
ported it I should have told him to go on.
The next thing was a letter from. the mem-
ber for Sussex, written in indignant terms,
to the effect that his constituency was going
to suffer an injustice and that he would not
have it. He was going to call a meeting of
h~is constituents in order to discuss the mat-

ter and take what action was thought fit. .1
replied that the work was not actually
started, and that if there was, going to be
any bother about it I should give orders at-
once for the work to stand over for the time
being. I would have no fiasco or waste of
public funds. I would not have any repeti-
tion of what I had suffeored in one or two
other places in the State when indignation
meetings had been call, and there had
been a loss of money to the State because of
alterations being made that had better have
been left alone. I ani not quite as qualifiedI
in political life as some people, but I have
had something like 20 years' experience in
this Chamber. I have had much experience
during that period of different Governments,
and during the lnst five years have had ex-
perience of different Premiers. I know how
things appeal to them. I 'thought I had
written to the hon. member in a friendly
sort of way. At all events I suggested that
it would be a good thing in matters of that
sort to let sleeping dogs lie. I thought I
had done the right thing. The boo. mnember,
however, wrote and said I was not to write
threatening letters to him an~l that he would
do his duty by his * constituents. I said I
had not threatened him and wanted to
carry on the work. Hon. members can
see why I did want to carry it on,
and that I would have been glad to
have dlone so. The officers of the Railway
Department are not merely station-masters
for the issue of tickets, and for the running
of ledgers and to attend to members of Par-
liament and get them reserved compartments
when there are no compartments available for
them. They are responsible officers dealing
with a. big syatem connected with our-publie.
utilities. When anything occurs which will
interfere with the interests of their depart-
nment, they naturally report it. The Conmmis-
sioner for Railways heard I was going to
spend £E20,000 down there. Hle wrote to his
"Minister pointing out, as Mr. Short had done
years before, that the Railway Department
could do all the work required with the jetty
as it then was, that to spend this money
meant adding to their capital account, and
that he protested against it. The Minister for
Railways in a proper wa-y wyrote to the
Premier and pointed out what the Mfinister
for Works proposed to do and that the Com-
missioner for Railways had protested. The
Premier sent for the papers, which he then
returned to me, saying "This work must not
proceed in view of the state of the finances;
the country cannot afford it" I believe
these are his exact words. The hon. member
knows all about it. Nevertheless, he holds his
indignation meetings at Busselton. I suppose
he will have another meeting or half a dozen
of them later on.

Mr. Pickering; As many as I think neces-
sary.

The MWINISTER POmR WORKS: When 1
go into Busselton I will make this unvar-
nished tale as plain as I have made it to-
night, and will take the papers to support it.
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Mr. Pickering, You can do so.
Air. O'Loghlen: We will have a pleasant

tisai when we get to Busselton.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am nor,

going. The hon. member brought some at
his friends to see the Premier. The Premier
told them the State could not afrord to carry
out the work, and that he would not have it
done. The hon. member then took a deputa-
tion to the Mtinister for Railways to see what
he would say about it. In the report that
was sent to use by the -Minister for Railways
it is said that the hon. member stated that
owsing to the tactics of a certain Minister the
work had been blocked. I object to that.
There were no tactics at all about it. I did
what I thought was the right thing. I
would have built the jetty in honour of my
old friend had it been possible to do so. When
the Premier said it was not to be built, that
was the end of it. It way be suggested that
I failed in my duty in one respect. I knew
very well that if' the Premier saw the state-
ment of the Commissioner for lRailways bie
would feel that in the circumstances he must
wait a while before carrying out the promise
made by his old friend, the late 'Mr, Frank
Wilson. I gave a warnfig to the member for
Sussex in order to let him understand the
position was precarious, and I say deliberately
that if it had not been for his interference
the work would have been going on nouw.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You were trying to strug-
gle through.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I no
hear that the lion. member is going to briet'
up another deputation. The lion. member
spoke about the State enterprises. There is
no mistake about iny attitude in regard to the
trading concerns. 1 have nev-er held but the
one opinion, and I hold it still to-day, thaii
they. should never have been started. The
country can better progress by encouraging
the leople to embark their own capital, ti
energies and their abilities in these mnatte-'
than the Goverrinment can do. Therm an,
things, however, ouchi as State inimnrauce,
State SaViukgs: Banks, and State railways
with ixliiehl I think the Government can do
better, hut with regard to bri-kworks9, saw-
nmills, etv., I would have preterrvil that they
liv , i it 1 ivn ta ke'i in handl. Ifoiu nmelnhi' c
will realise that while I hold tltc~e views and
sAimil1 to thVni, I have tried to d1o my' lust ais

atrus4tee in tin' jinterest!; Of tIP' State and14
tlies:' concerns. if we could sell the 'State
enterprises tonmorrow and get a fair price
for thlem, we should nlot hesitate to disposeti
of thnin1, Inst is it to be mupposeol that after
puittingK in, five years of hiardI work on all
these concerns, a nd giving to the State the
benefit of my 50 years' experience, and bay-
ii brought the concerns; to the position inl
which we find them to-day-is it to be sup)-
posed that I aim guing to allow them to he
scrapped to suit any)one? There is a certain
movement in progress amongst a certain elwtiL
of pe-ople whose idea is to get hold of the,
tiading concerns which the State bas brought
to within a payaible distance, and in order to

get possession of them, to run them down with
the assistance of eertain members of Parlia-
mient sn that they might be scrapped. I have
a fair Stake in Western Australia, and it hits
bie, acquired by thrift and bard wvork,' aad I
cannot afford, for the sake of my wife and
children, to allow the belongings of Western
Australia to be scrapped to suit the class ot
n~aa who would sell the State at any time for
profit if he got the chiance to do so. I do
isot Intend to do it. The niieniber for Sussex
talked about the meat works. I knpow nothing
about themi, nor do [ know any-
thing about the State steamers, the State
lietels and the State forests. But with re-
gard to the sawmills, the implement works,
the brickworks, and the quarry, to say that
there, is lack of control is anl insult, not to
me, but to tile men who are handling those
concerns, those who are giving honest and
honourable work to the State and who have,
done so since they have been employed by
the State. Whe, the lion, member talks
abouit mismanagement, I can only reply that
hie does not know %diat hie is talking about
any umore than hie did when hie was talking
onl the Architects BUi last night. The mnan-
ager of the imaplemsent work;, Mr. Shaw is
one of the best engineers I have ever met
in my- life; lie is not only theoretical but
practical, and if he were my son I would be
proud of him.

Mr. 'Marshall: Cainnot you miake a son-ia-
law of hhn.

The MffNISTI'R FOR WORKS: He is
married, but r would he proud, if hie were
niot married, if his affections fell on my
daughter. She0 would inake lin a good wife
and lie wouldl make her a good husband.
Mr. Shaw has changed those works. Hon.
members have only to get the returns to see
that since lie has had the management of
thens he has obtained an output of £090 per
mn in the last year as aganst £100 per man
five or six years ago. M.Nr. Shame has
done his work well and lie is respected
by everybodly. The mnember for Sussex
saidl somethinig about unfair dealing; It
is ver difficult to listen, without feeling
annoyed, to an lin., ineniber who speoaks
so glibly. Oise does not like to say
nwisty things if he can help it. I do not.
WIle the bon. niember was slpeaking I think
T interjected to the effect that lie had not
read his brief properly. I do not wnut it to
in' thought that the lion, mnember was stand-
ing here as a paid advor ate for anyone out-
side. The hon, niember, however, has evi-
dentl -y very large tars, with a treinu'adoush-
rev-cltive storehon~e with holes iii the bottnin
of it like a sieve. In this way he only re-
tains a portion of what he bears, the remain-
dter esmiapes. T have the auithorilv of Oine who
saw Mr. 'Monte-ath reently to state -what he
(Mr. 'Monteath) told thme boa. niember in tin
club.

Ie n. WV. V'. Angwiu: If it was told in a
-lub, why repeat it'I

The MNINSTER FOR WORKS:, A state-
ment has been mnade that the implemnent
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works wore making pipes above six inches in
diameter. This is not a fact. Monteath 's
have what is known as a vertical moulding
plant for making pipes.

HoD. WV. C. Angwia: They have always
wade our large pipes.

The 'MJNISTER FOR WORKS: They
have always made the big pipes for the
State. The implement works have only the
plant with which to make .3, 4, 5 and occa-
sionally Sin, pipes. M4onteath's have finished
their orders, and they have been trying
le.gitimately to get the Government to give
them a large order to enable them to keep
tlheir men going. Every member of the
Government would have been only too glad
to have been able to give the order to pre-
vent the works closing down and throwing
50 or 60 men out of employment. But no
State can afford to guarantee to any manu-
facturer sufficient work to keep him always
going. As for the implement works, until
last week they bad not made Sin, pipes for
12 months. Msoateath's have been doing this
work the whole of the time. The implement
works have been making Sin, and 4iu. pipes
but, as it happens, wve are to-day making Gin.
pipes; we have an order for 100 lengths of
this pipe. It is not for an hron. member to
say that there has been anything unfair
about the manufacture of these pipes. The
buyer asked for prices and the res ult was
that the implement works were given
the order. The pipes are being made
for the Anglo-Persian Oil Company. Next
the member for Sussex made a state-
went ahout Bolton's. If the hon. member
collects such garbage as this he will need all
the sanitary carts that Bolton 's can make to
carry that garbage away and there will not
be one left to carry him away. The state-
ment was made, by him that 1Mr. Shaw ob-
tained fronm Bolton's their drawings, sand
specifications, and then started on the
work in competition with Bolton's. 1
am not calling The hon. member a ]iar, but 1
do say that those who supplied him with
thc information he gave are liars. MIr. Shaw
assures me there is not a particle of truth
in what the hon. member stated. Mr. Shaw
never obtained the specifications from Bol-
ton 's or their drawings, either for that par-
ticular cart or even for spring earls. So much
for that. The hon. member said that an
alteration in drays was wanted and of course
the Implement Works got the order. That in
another lie; I cannot call it anything else,
Oven though I may be called to order for
using the expression. The facts are that
there were a lot of old drays at Fremantle
that were wasting, and I said to the store-
keeper, "You had better see your people
and get the drays. put in order and keep
them in the shed until I want them.'' The
consequence was that Mr. Shaw was asked to
pat one of the drays in order, and it was a
dray that would have made better firewood
than anything else. He did that work and
the cost was £32. He was then asked to put

in a price for the others, which he did.
It was about £28. Bolton put in a price
also and as his was £ 14 a dray, he got
the job. With regard to the wagons, MrY.
Shaw made these, which were a copy of the
Hillyard wagons. Two years age he showed
them at Claremont. We had to quote for
those wagons and our price was £106. Bol-
ton's price was £E87 and Bolton got the order.
The ironical part of the matter is that Mr.
Shaw rang me lip about ten days ago and
asked me to bring uinder the notice of the
Premier the fact that work was going away
fromi us. No order has been given to the
Implement Works uinless; their price has been
lower than that of private firms or at any
rate, equal. I might perhaps require a thous-
and pounds' worth of ironwork done. I have
tme material paid for, and in stock, and it
might pay ino better even if the work cost
me a little more to give it to the Implement
Works. I have only to pass a slip of paper on
to the Treasurer and the work will be paid
for. Thme hon. member also had something to say
about Massey-Harris. There are times whoa
1 am thankful to Providence for having left
me a little deaf in oneh ear. This is one of
those occasions and I shall let his remarks
onl this subject pass. ne also spoke about
Hoskins, and that was one of the most idiotic
things hie put uip to Parliament. It proves
to mae that people outside must think that
sonc members of Parliament are silly
noodles.

Mr. Pickering: 'Mr. Chairman-
The 'MINISTER FOR 'WORKS: I am not

referring to the hon. member as a silly
noodle. The bon. member declared that the
Implement Works closed down Hoskinis' pipe
foundry. This was closed down for two and
a half years before the Implement Works ever
started operations. Who shut down Hoskinsl
Mr. W. D. Johnson, when he was Minister f or
Works. Ere put up a plant at the Fremantlo
Harbour Works and started to make pipes,
because he could not get a fair quote from
outside manufacturers. If the hon. mem-
ber will turn to ''Hansard" he will
find that protests were made against
thme action at that time. I objected to it be-
cause I knew that Hoskins had been invited
to come to this State to make the pipes re-
quired for the water works, and when the
Government set out to establish their own
works I considered they committed a breath
of faith. The hon. umember has been primed up
by a set of cunining people outside, who, taking
advantage of his innocen ce, have led him to
believe that the State Implement Works were
responsible for dosing up Hoskins, whereas
that pipe foundry was closed before the rI-
plement Works were born.

Mr. Pickering: What abonut the spare
parts?

Mr. O'Loghlen:, We would like to make
yeLL into a spare part.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 'Mention
was made of an offer to purchase the Imple-
meat Works. If I were to say that an offer
had not been made I should not be tolling
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thle truth. If a bona fie offer had been made,
or an offer such as anyone with common sense
could entertain, it would have been considered.
Certainly there was one offer made by a
powerful company, which r regarded as a
joke and I have letters in my possession
to prove what I am going to say. They
would have their own valuators to value trie
buildings and the machineryand their valua-
tor would put down his figures on a slip of
paper so that they could get a total at which
they would purchase the works and we would
have to accept it. They would take over the
stock of implements and sell them for what
they could get. 'When they had sold it and
collected thle cash, the mioney would he
handed over to the Government less five per
cent. Then they said, they would carry on
and they would use our stock of materials.
The stocks amounted at that time, to about
£50,000 worth. As they required material to
work uip they would take what the 'y wnnted
and pay for it at the ruling prices when it
was used. To show hon. members% how genter-
ous they were and what guod business men
they were, they stated that, if there should
be a. profit made under their auspices, as soon
as the funds of the concern would permit,
they would hand it to the Government to
pay for the purchase of the undertaking.

M.Nr. Teesdale: And then they woke up.
Mr. Mfann: Who was this,
The ]MNISTER. FOR WORKS: I do not

want to mention any names unless I am
forced to do so. When I received their letter,
the Under Secretary, Mr. Munt, and iny sec-
retary were there. I read it through and
banded the letter on to Mr. Munt. I said
somnething at the same time, which I will not
repeat at present. I asked Mr. Mont what
he thought of it and he said, "Do you not
think it is a jokot" I rang up this party
and informed them that I had received the
letter. I was met with the reply asking what
X thought of it. I asked if it was a joke,
end the man at the other end of the telephone
said it was not a joke. T dictated nit nc-
lcnowledgnwnt of the receipt of the letter.
Thea camte the change of Government. As
members will know there were a number of
changes of (Coverument. about that time--
and this mnatter was laid aside. 1 am not
altogether n idiot and T could not put
through such a proposal. Had T done so, a
special place at Claremont would have had
to be prepnred for me. Because of this, T
was hauled over the coals by a member of
Parliament, who is not present to-night, who
complained that I had not the courtesy to
reply to them. I did take strong exception
to that attitude anti spoke my mind pretty
plainly. I will not allow anyone to doubt
moy word.

Mr. 'Mann. Are you not going to say who
it was?

Mry. 0 'Loghlen: Don't you know?
lion. W. P. Angivin: There is only one

fimn in town that wants everything far noth-
ing.

The MINISTER POR WORKS: They
have considerable political influence as well.
Thle hon. member made reference to the
Wru-dhain Meat Works. When I had finished
niy contract to build the works, I refused to
have anything more to do with those Works.
My, reason for that was on account of the
Management we had at the time--there was
a considerable amount of criticism from it at
the time--and I adopted the attitude that I
hail finished my contract to build the works
and they vould do the rest. I have some
excellent tongues from those works for
which I have paid, and also sonme excellent
extract of meat, for which I have also pa-id.
That is all I have hadl out of those works or
to do with them since I finished thle building.
I have noe doubt the Premier knows more
about them and lie wvill be able to reply to
tile lion. member 'a criticisms. It will he re-
cognised that that hion. member's facts are so
inaccurate in regard to other matters that I.
anm grateful I have not to reply further under
thle headling of the mneatworks. 'Regarding the
State Steamship Service, he contended that
iwe should get rid of them. My colleague, the
Minister for Mines, wvill probably answer his
statements. I was amiused, however, at his
remarks regarding the electric power house.
! do not know anything about how the exist-
lug contracts were made but the City of
Perth, I understand, is doing pretty well.

The Minister for Mines:. I do not think
anyone Can say what they are getting out of
it.

Thme MNTNTSTER FOR WORKS: I hare
heard it said that they are making between
£30,000 and £40,000 a year out of the con-
tract. In any ease, when T wanted them
to pay a little bit more for the damage
they do to the main roads-they have
45 per cent, of the traffic over the Perth-
Fremantle road-they fired a writ into me
regarding the allocation of traffic feet. We
shall see how they get onl. I do not know that
it is necessary for me to say anything more
except to thank the hon. member for his
speech. His gibes wvere more in sorrow than
in anger.

Hon. W. V. Angwin: We are sorry for
you,

Mr. 2iaeCalluni Smith: At tny rate, thle
Minister has his vote.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: That is the main
thing.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
gentleman madle sonice reference to the civil
service. I interjectedi when he spoke about
the service, and I relpent now, that if ho0n.
memnbers think that 'Ministers have any con-
trol over the civil service, they are quite
wrong. We have no sum-h control. Indeed,
we have not sufficient control to be able to
manage the business; of our departments. We
shall never have until the people of this
State wake tip and let members, of Parliament
understand that they are not prepared to
pay taxes unless those who are engaged to
do their wvork, are prepa red to give their full
service to the State, the same as would he
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given iii a private firm. We have sonic splen-
did men, good loyal servants, in the service.
We have a lot of men who may be vecry
good melt andi very loyal, but they hae a
very funny way of sllowing it. It grieves m~e
to have to say these things, because I appre-
ciate to the fullest extent the efforts
of sotte of tile men wvho hiave worked
for mie dining the past five years. If
I were at private emit ractor again, I
would double the screw of those meii
straight away astill take them away from
tile State service. They are splendid men,
who know their jobs. There are some to
whom that description does not apply so well.
I need not say mouch motre. The member for
Nelson (Ifr. 3. H. Smith) spoke about the
forest inspectors. I will bring his remarks
under the notice of the Premier and see what
can be done. Ile made one very sensible
remark concerning a matter which has been
receiving the consideration of Ministers for
sonic considerable time. I do not know wihere
lie got his information, but he asked whether
it was not possible for sonic of the rails in
different parts of the State to be pulled uip
and utilised elsewhere, instead of paying
£C1,500 or £1,600 per ile for new rails.

IXIember 'What is the price of rails 11ow?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: For 45-db.

rails, we have to pay now between 4£1,500
and £ 1,600, where we formerly had to pay
£440 per mile. The question of utilising them
rails in other parts where they are more re-
quired haes been, receiving the attention of the
Goverinment.

Mr. A. Thomson : [ hope you will give
effect to that proposal.

Mr. 'Munsie: We will pall tip some of the
small agricultural sput- lines.

The 1MINISTER FOR WORKS: We can-
not do anything of that sort without Par-
lianmentary authority. I am glad to hear that
the deputy Leader of the Country Party will
support the Governmcnt if we bring any such
proposal before members. Regarding the
tax on bachelors or spinsters, that does not
worry me. The hon. member made reference
to Mr. Lane-Poole. We cannot say very
much onl that nmatter because, as members
know, anl inquiry is proceeding. As a "'an
who has hadl something to do with jarrah,
and tile timber industry in other States for
nearly 40 Years, I shiall be glad if; when the
Minister controlling the Forests Department
is making arrangements concerning the in-
ilustr, hie will see that some consideration
is shownri to the views of 'hen who were born
and lived all their lives in tile karri and jarrali
country, men who know all about the timber
.and know whether a tree should be cut down
or not. They canl see that the State gets a
fair return foy its valuable timber, outd I
trust that regulations and imiposts will not
be such as to cripple the industry or to make
the 'ten engaged in it feel that their efforts
are regarded as almost criminal and liable to
almost any penalty under regulations in-
tended to foster, but which really impede andl
emliarrasA the progress of the industry.

Ur. LATHAMI (York) [8.10]: 1 want to
coi'gratulte the Prenier onl having such a
tine Opposition. The members occupying the
Opposition beaches have been kind to hiiii;
and I think they are genuine in their remarks
that they are willing to assist hill, in the
difficulties lie has to face. I dto not think
that the difficulties irc so great as some
pessimuists would have its believe. We have a
line State, capable of doing a great deal to-
wnrds the future welfare of Australia and
calpable of produeing almost anything wec want.
tt only requires population to enable uts to dto
thait. Regarding the land question, I wane
pleased that the ineinber for WVest Perth
asked for a return covering the district sur-
veyor's report, wherein it is9 shown that 575
famiilies canl be provided with laud iii the
Avon Valley close to existing railuays and
othei facilities. This lahid is sonic 'of the
best we haive in the State and, unfortunately,
it is held and improved. If it were not im-.
proved, we might be able to do something
under the existing Act. Being improved
property and freehold, it will be necessary
to amendlu the existing ]lnd laws to eniable us
to bring that land into a state of greater
productivity. It Would be a good idea for
the Minister for Lads to adopt the system
in rogue iii New Zealand, where the Mlinister
is able to take over any such holdings at the
valuation people pnt on them for taxation
purposes, plus 10 per cent. Such a proposi-
tion wtould pay for itself very well. Re-
cently landl was sold there for £4 6s. per
acre,aiid if the holdings were nmade smaller
the position would be improved. The same
thing applies to sonic estates around York
which are being held tip. Lost Year they
produced very little. I know of tivo small
holdings, however. Regarding one, the bus-
hand wvent to the war and the wife ran the
farm, wyhich comprised sonic 15 or 20 acres.
Site secured a return of £E200 profit per year
fronk that ]atilt, whereas the land adjoining
dlid not bring in miore than 5s. per acre. I
know the difficulty these people say they have
to face, which is that they cannot get suffi-
cient labour to do the work satisfactorily. If
we relieved thenm of some of their land and
started dairying or some intense culture
industry, it would be of advantage to thle
State. We have a tremendous ni-ca of
dairying country in Western Australia that
is not being utilised at the present time.
and tnp greatest part of it lies along
the Great Southern railway. Given facili-
ties, the State would he able to se
that the land was put to better use and
that would mean prosperity for the State
generally. It would relieve us of the neces-
sity for sending considerable sums of money
to the Eastern States each year, for which
we get goods; in return. Further out in the
agricultural areas our railways run through
a great deal of sand-plain country. While
I admit that the Government are doing
something to demonstrate the possibility of
utilising this land, a great deal more could
be done to satisfy the people that this land
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might yet be put to good use. There is no
doubt that eventually we will be able to
use every acre of that sand plain country.
I am not referring to the ironstone and
glared ridges which, fortunately, do not
predominate. It would he wellI for the
Minister to go into the matter of making
that light land available even at a lower
price than he is permitted to sell it to-day
under the Land Act. I listened attentively
to the remarks made by the member fo~r
North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C.* Aug-
.win) regarding the Agricultural Bank andi
the Industries Assistance Hoard. I . was
surprised to hear that thle House had not
a balance sheet from that institution. I
venture to say that no banking institution
in the world would be permitted to conduct
its business without presenting a balance
sheet to the shareholders. We are the
shareholders of the Agricultural Bank, and
yet I believe we have not seen a balance
sheet for three years.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Four years.
Mr. LATHAMZ I find that the cost of

administration is £73,063, and I believe
there are about 3,000 clients on the books.
The I.A.B. is a financial institution, but I
cannot understand the manner in which the
accounts are kept. A considerable number
of men advertise in our newspapers their
willingness to assist clients to get their
accounts put in order and enable them to
get their clearances from the board, It is
rather astounding that our public servi ce
should be keeping the accounts in such a
manner that outside auditors are required
to satisfy clients that they are getting a
fair deal and that their accounts are not
in such a muddle that, as frequently hap-
pens, £200 or £300 has to be refunded or
paid back. We are paying for this service,
and surely we have a right to see that
good service is rendered. If the institution
were conducted as other banking institu-
tions, we would not find people advertising
in the daily newspapers their willingness to
assist to clear up I.A.B. accounts for
cilents. The House should take a definite
stand and see that it is informed of what
is being done by that institution. I hate
the thought of select committees or Royal
Commissions, but I do not know of any of
our services that demands an inquiry more
than this particular institution. Recently
I had an opportunity of seeing at the
country shows some of the finest exhibits
of agricultural implements I had ever seen.
They were exhibited by the State Imple-
ment Works. At the smaller shows in the
agricultural districts, a good many exhibits
from the State Implement Works are dis-
playedI and I often wonder at what cost to
the State they are exhibited. Other agri-
cultural machinery firms usually make sales
and arrange for deliveries to be made to
the shows. Therefore, it does not cost them
a penny to have their exhibits at the show.
It is well worth considering whether the
State cannot adopt the same system.

Hon. IV. C. Angwin: The private peopl-
entered into an agreement not to show at
the agricultural shows.

M r' LATHAM: When sales are being
made in a district, the exhibits are dis-
played and then handed over after the
show.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They wanted the
State Implement Works to agree with them,
but they would not do so.

Mr. LATHAM ;Recently agricultural
shows have come more to the fore in WVest-
cr11 Australia. A few yearis ago there were
few shows outside of Perth. To-day nearly
every little district has its show and these
displays are proving a great success not
only educationally but socially. I con-
gratulate the Mlinister for Works on having
appointed a road board secretary as road
board auditor. This will be a great advant-
age. In the past an accountant audited the
books,' and he knew little of road board
work. The departure that the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner has been persuaded to
make in appointing a man from out.
side the service is a very good one. I
was struck with the reference to water
supplies made last evening by the
member for North-East Fremantle. 1, too,
have a grievance. We ia the country have
no objection to the city and the suburbs
having adequate water supplies, but we do
not want them to be provided at the expense
Of the country. I am Continually harping to
the Minister to let my district know what it
is possible to do in the way, of providing
supplies for the farmers who are unable to
provide supplies of their own. When we get
decent water supplies in many of the agri-
cultural districts we shall be able to run
those side lines which are essential to the
welfare of the State. In the near future the
pice of wheat will he coming down some-
what to its normal value, and we know how
difficult it will then be to make wheat-grow-
ing pay. It is necessary to have side lines,
such as dairying, sheep and pig raising, and
we cannot run those without water supplies.

Mr, Macaibm Smith: What are the
rads boards doing with the dams handed
over to them by the Government? Letting
thenm silt up?

Mr. LATHAM: They are of so little
importance towards Providing adequate sup-
plies for my district that they are not worth
considering. The member for North Perth
cannot have any idea of what water supplies
mean on the flat gimlet country. Last year-
we had a very good wheat yield; yet we had
insufficient rain to fill the dams which were
supplied from big rock catchmnents. The rain
was light and the water did not run and,
therefore, we did not get the damis filled.
The goldfields, unfortunately, are requiring
smaller quantities of water than in years
gone by, but we believe this water could be
profitably used if it were run out to the
agricultural areas.
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,Mr. Machalum Smith: Did not you pes-
ter the Government to put those dams down
at the expense of thousands of pounds?

Mr, LATHA'M: They bare proved very
usef ul.

Mr. Mlachumvi Smith-. And when handed
over to you they were not looked after?

.Mr. LATREAM-N: That might be the hon.
ineutber 's impression. In the three road
board districts I represent, York, Avon, and
Bruce Rock, not one of the dams has been
allowed to silt tip. We are continually
spending money on them. For the benefit of
the hon. member I will obtain the total
amount spent in the Bruce Rock district dur-
ing the last 12 months to keep the dams in
drder. I am pleased to notice that the State
hotels produced Some revenue last year, but
what I cannot understand are thle tremen-
dous chargies booked up against them for
administrative purposes in the city of Perth.
There seems to be an unnecessarily large
amount of stock held here. I know owners
of various hotels, and I venture to say it
does not cost them £2,000 a year for ad-
ministrative purposes over and above the
cost of local managers. I hope the State
hotels system will be extended. Big addi-
tions have been made to the Bruce Rock
hotel, but they are proving insufficient. I
hope that State hotels will be provided in aill
the districts; they are proving profitable
concerns. I do not know that the manage-
meat is any better under the S3tate regime,
but it is certainly no worse. I wonidolike
to see the Department of Agriculture and the
Agricultural Bank working in great unison.
The Department of Agriculture was created
for the purpose of assisting the development
of our agricultural districts, but it is neces-
sary that the financial institution, a sister
institution, should work 'aand in hand with
it. Yet we find there is not the co-operation
or Cohesion existing which we should expeet.
The result is that we ar not getting the
best from the bank or from the department.
I hope the Minister will hook into this 'nat-
ter and see if it is iio- possible to brig
obout better co-npc'rnti-in between these two
i'epartntents. tn th,- Department of Agri-
Culture we have a number of experts, and
the country distri ts should receive 'he bene-
fit of their advice an-I services. The depart-
n-ent should send out men having a know-
ledge of sheep), cattle and horses, which
knowledge shoul,1 be made available to the
fqrniers in the Va-ionk districts. I rcgrtt to
notice that by way of economy the Minister
is reducing the staff. This is a very unwise
policy in a new country like Western Auis-
tralia.

[Mr. Angelo took the Chair.]

The MINISTER FOR 'MINES (Hon. J.
Scaddan-Albany) [8.28): I wish to take
this* opportunity of saying a few words onl
the general discussion, because it may be the
only opportunity I will have of speaking on
the Estimates, and because I wish to ex-

plain one or two mnatters which might easily
be misunderstood if sonic explanation is not
given. I wish to compliment the Leader of
the Opposition on the very fine example he
set to the House and to the public in his
criticism of the Budget. The debate on the
Budget is generally accepted as a favour-
able opportunity to say scathing things
about the administration, while the oppor-
tunity is generally missed to say anything
~omplimentar- concerning the work of any

of the Ministers. But the Leader of the Op-
position has served a sufficient term on the
Treasury benches to know that there are
conditions operating in the State such as
would make it fatal f or the Govern-
ment to take such action as has been
suggested by those members who, one
would imagine, ought to know better.
Firstly, it is a very simple matter for lay-
men, members of the general public, to
assert that economy is not being practised,
and to declare that it should be done by
merely using the pen to reduce items. One
bon. member suggested a reduction of 10
per cent, in all departments. I do not know
that such a practice is right, but it is a
practice which has been very -freely in-
dulged in by hon. members. I suggest that
members who consider that the Estimates
Can be reduced should indicate specifically
the direction in which any department ad-
jmits of economy, should designate the item
to be reduced, so that they may carry in
the eyes of the public the responsibility of
reducing some service to the public. Tf
we use the pruning knife any further, the
public will have to accept lesser services
than are being given to-day. On the
Address-i n- reply I dealt with this very
phase of such demands by hon. members
and by the public. I told the House that
if we were to have a general policy of
ec.*onmy throughout the departments, the
public must recognise the consequent neces-
sity for reductiou in serviceg. We went
aheadi economising, especially in the Rail-
%ay Department;, and I declare that never
in the history of this SMate has there been
such drastic retrenchment in the railway
service as during the past six months. Now
I give credit to Various hop. members, and
particularly to the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, who might very well have taken tho
opportunity which presented itself to
attack the Government-

Ron. W. C. Angwin: There was heavy
retrenchment in 19)06.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : But
nothing like there has been during the
past six months. In former years the
practice was simply to retrench the casual
worker, while paying no attention to thn
rest of the secrvice, which ought to have
been reduced correspondingly with the
falling off of traffic. We have, however,
gone on a definite system. That is so, not-
withstanding the assertion of the member
for Katanniug (Mr. A. Thomson) that in
his electorate certain stations had beena



1:116 ASSEMBLY. I

overlooked. A direction was given by the
Government, through myself as Minister,
to the Commissioner of Railways that ho~
must reduce hands commensurately with
thle falling off of traffic. As a result there
has been reduction not only of casual[
workers, but also of staff. Where the
service was not on a definitely payable
basis, the Commissioner of Railways had to
make inroads on his staff. He cut out a
lot of station-masters and officers in charge
of stations. One or two of these eases hasp-
penedto be in the electorate of the niern-
her for Kittanning. The difficulty experi.
enced was that every district whiere such
retrenchment occurred thought it was th,'
only district subjected to retrenchment.
The inember for Leonora (Mr. Heron)
knows that in his electorate there hns been
ant uproar because of tite reduction in rail-
way stations there, tite people of Leonorn
apparently imagining that the redluction
took place because hie happened to sit onl
the Opjposi tion side of thle Chamiber.

Mr. ]Heron: They did not say that.
The MINISTER FOR IFNES: That is

wihat I read between the lines. Thle news-
papers published in the district of the mem-
ber ?or Katanning have suggested that
their people have been subjected to railway
retrenchment first because the menmber for
Kittanning was the first to mention that
inatter in this House. Of course that is
quite wrong; a number of districts suffered
earlier than the Katntuning district. Uf
haln. members want to be assured that
economies are being effected in the Rail-
way Department, let then, comle to my
office, and T will show% then, fies upon files
of petitions and protests front every part
of the State. Even somte of the people "'ho
took the public platform and used the
columns of the Press to insist that there must
be econiomiy, have submnittedl petitions against
the loss of a night station-mnaster. At
Broomehill a station has been establisbed
for a number of years. The Broomehlill
station was treated'on the same basis as
other stations: that is to say, onl thle basis
of the in traffic, and the out traffic. When
the Broomuehill returns of traffic fell below
a fair pecntage, we (itt out thle Brone-
hill stotion-tuaster, just tin the samue way as
we would have done ait Albany or aity-
where else. T as 'Minister-and this applies
also to other Ministers-have never inter-
fered with the Commissioner of Railways,
except to give him a definite instruction, a
definite policy. T said to the Commuissioner,
'"When a complaint comes along, I want
you to give consideration to it; but T also
want you to understand that if 'you cut ojut
every station in my electorate t shall not
interfere, because I call upon you to bear
the responsibility of doing what Parlia-
muent desires.'' Now 7 want to make a
short reference to a leading article recently
published by the " West Australian.' '
That article criticised the administration
of the Railway Departnient. I would not

suggest that the article was made a little
hotter than it might have been because I
happen to be thle Minister controlling that
department: far be it from me to suggest
anything of the kind. But the point is
that a journal which purports to be a
leader of public opinion did not take steps
to verify its information before publishing
an article designed to enlighten the public.
The paper had thle public departments
available for inquiry, and could see the
-Minister. The paper has reporters here in
the gallery when the House is sitting, and
those reporters call at tiy) office every day.
Yet the ''West Australian,"' accepting
things onl face appearances, published an
article which deliberately stated that staff
was being deliberately piled upt in the
Railway Department.

Haol. IV. C. Angwin: The Estimates say
that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The,
'West Australian'' accepted that view of
the ease onl the basis of what appears in
the Estimates. The paper wrote an article
denouncing the Minister and everybody
concerned in the administration of the Rail-
way Department without making an at-
tempt to discover whether the information
on which the denunciation would] be based
was correct. The simple explanation of
the matter is that under the Railways Act
the Commissioner has not power to appoint
an officer to a position carrying a
salary upwards of £400 per annnmt with-
out first obtaining the appiroval of the
Minister, the Minister being responsible
to Parliament. This year, owing to
a number of officers who previously
ap-peared in, at lup sumn, being biougltt up
beyonvotd the £400 per anunmn level, there was
an increase, ain apparent inerease, in the num-
ber oif officers, for thle simple reason that
tltes., officers are now itenmiseil onl the Fsti-
ma tes.

lion. IV C. Angvin : Have you not made-
new apt i' Pi tt cts?

Hot. MINISTER FOR 2.1 INES: Yes and
f xpblained that matter ott the Address-in-

rel~lr . New appointments have been noade for
the puirpose of closer supervision. Consider'
litle savings tore been effeted by reason of'
our having responsible lien onl the spot, in-
steal of continuing to concentrate it, one
centre tlte control of a system which extends
over 3,001) miles. Responsib~ility Itas beent dis'
tt-ibuted, and( better results are heing obtained
thanks tm the new appointments.

Haon. W. C. Angwin: New tuen have been
given new positions.

'rThe 'MINISTER FOR 2,fTNES: That is
not so.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: T say it i, so.
The M[NISTFA FOR 2IIlNES: The hion.

nmevnlher does not know what lie is talking
ab~out, then. i have had tite- matter thoroughly
thmreshted out with the Comnmissiolner. Take
tite i nterloekittg branch; new mets are there,
but settle of the old tnen have gone. District
engineers :ad district traffic superintendents
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have been placed in certain positions, and
have in Somle vases been granted a. small in-
crease of salary. That re-organrisatioin has
brought about considerable savings, [it one
case we discovered, as die result of putting
on officer iii charge onl thle spot, that a good
deal (of casnal labour was being employmid
needlessly. I will not mntion the place,
because [ do not want to cause pain in any
qnarter. We found, as the result of-closer
supervision, that this casual laboutr could be
dispensed with; and as a consequtee hun-
dreds of pounds are being saved annually,
ten times as much is being saved as isre
presented b ,y the increase of salary granted
to the officer in charge. Administrative au-
thority for a big railway system such as oprs,
cannot be centred in one place and yet: good
results obtained. Now let me take thec reduc-
tion of 10 per cent. in all departments. First
let us consider the Mines Department in this
connection. Let the supporters of econoniv
take the Mines Estimates and show me the
possibility of a reduction of 10 tier cent.
without seriously iconveniencing thme mining
community of Western Australia. I an pre-
pared to :surrender amy portfolio to anyone
who can do it, because I cannot do it. lit
the -Mines Department we have a certin
number of-men "'Ito are working as hard as
possible, and are in fact over-loadedl With
work. I have had inembers coining to me
to suggest extra facilities for these mien, and
the appointment of additional officers. k
have declared that the Government cannot
do these things. To increase the allowance by
ten per cent. in one direction, we must re-.
duce the expenditure elsewhere and that can-
not be d]one. The same thing applies with
regard to other departments. Take the For-
ests Departnment. In that instance I might
be able to show that by putting in thte pru-
ing knife I could effect savings to the extmnt
Of 10 per cent.

Mr. Marshall: What has become of that
"West Australian'' leader? Have you
abandoned it?

The IMINISTER FOR MINES: I have told
the Comnmittee enough about that leader to
show that it is easy to publish something
that is muislading to the public. Thme 'Forests
Departmient is in the same positom as other
departments.

R~on. W. C. Angwin: The Forests Depart-
ment got an increase in staff.

The 'MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
not may responsibility, but the responsibility
of Parliament This House said to the Con-
servator of Forests, "'If you canl get more
revenue, you will have more to spend.'' Amid
be has the right to take it and spend it, nod
he cannot be controlled. Therefore, the lion.
member will be stranded if lie reduces that
by 10 per cent.

Mr. O'Loghilen: Are you going to hold
those regulations inl abeyance for thle, pre-
sent?

The -MINISTER FOR 'MINES: NYoj not
,unless the hion. omemober takes action. Those
regulations; have been held in abeyance since

Jure, and we Inure been mnaking inquiries inl
alietions. At last we have to, tow tn the

Conservator, oi the Score that lie hat tech-
idecal knowledge whichl we have nor. He is
insistent in his cowtention that we are- losing
revenue. "Why dTo you not put up my re-
gulations; and get this extra reveine?' no
asks.

H on. 'it. 0C Aagwfin: 1 yon are going to
have the iqmirm-, ile regulations sihould rme
held inl abeyancve.

The 'MINISTER L"OR -MINEOS: I have
salid that sincee the I-louse wants anl inqukliry,
wve should accept his recomimmekdmtionS to The
ex.tent of puttinig I hem before Parliament,
where nmnmbers enn disallow themn if they
wish to do so. -What would thle lion. member
hare? Wve hare to sit dTown nder one of twvo
charges, either thait we- are deliberately Li.-
glecting to collect atdditional revenue, or that
n-c are flouting a highly salaried official. In
the circumnstances, thle Government hail no
alternative to placig the regulations onl the
Table, where they culd be peruised by trjo-
mniber for Forrest (Mr. 0 'Leghlen) and
others directly interested. Thlen, if those
lion. members disapproved of them, they could'
move to disallow them, and the miatter could
be definitely settled when thle inquiry was
held. Again, take the tramnways and the
electricity supply. Everybody knows that we
are trying to meet the public deind in the
provision of improved tramiway rtcilities. It
thle lion, member reduces that vote by 10 per
cent. we must allow the tram21ways; to get into
dlisrepair.

Mr. O'Loghlem: Whiskt may mnean claims
for compiensaition running ito thousands ot
pounds.

The MINISTER FOR MTINES: These are
matters that must be left in the hands of
those best able to control them. I ain not too
proud of thme existing tramways.

lion. WV. C. Angwin: You have one of the
best nmanagers in Australia.

The 'MINISTER FOR VINES: Undoubt-
edly, but if that mnanager cannot get money
and umaterial, it is impossible for hlim to
prove himself better than other managers.
We cannot write off 10 per cent. there and
still give thle public reasonable facilities.
Take thle electricity supply. The member for
Sussex (-Mr. Pickering) coiiplained bitterly
about thle agreement made with the city
council. It is easy to be wrise after the event.
The hion. member may have known-I did
not know-that there was going to be a great
wvar. I dlid not know that wd were going to
he up -against existing cunditiur-s. Ife may-
have known A- When that agreement was
nmade it was a good bargain.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: And when you
brought Frenmantle in you made it a pay-
ing Proposition.

The AMNSTER FOR MINfNES: It is a
paying proposition now. When the ag-ree-
mneat was mnade, tile city council had a iniall
power station for the generation of electric
light. They were up agaiast demands for
extensions. We had previously taken over

1387



1388 [ASSEMBLY.]

the tramways, and were up against it for
additional power. We obtained the best
advice on earth, namlely, that of Messrs.
Merx & 2IcLellan, who are accepted in all
countries as arbitrators on matters affecting
electricity. They advisedl us, anti they ad-
vised the city coullcil, auit this wvas the main
feature of their advice. They said, "'If you
erect a generating station that will meet all
requirements in the metropolitan area, the
city Council wvill get their current cheaper for
lighting purposes, and tile (iovernient will
get their current cheaper for lower pur-
poses, and thus the community will get the
double benefit.'' It must be remembered
that the ratepayers of Perth are also the
taxpayers of the -,tate. Thus we were not
handing over any profits to a company be-
cause, after all, the profits go to the comn-
munity. Moreover, w'len the Government
were obtaining current undier the old system,
prior to the agreement, they were paying 5d.
and 6id. per unit, whereas to-day we are
paying a maximum of 1 d. per unit. Was
the member for Sussex aware that coal was
going to increase in price fronm 12s. 6d. per
ton delivered at thle power station to 24s. 4d.
per ton? I was not aware of it. After all,
the generating of electricity, once capital
charges are accounted for, is simply a ques-
tion of coal. It will not cost us a penny more
for supervision, or for anything except coal,
if we increase our output 50 per cent. Coal
is the key of the position, and coal has in-
creased in price from 12s. 6d1. per ton in the
station to 24s. 4d. per ton. Notwithstanding
that, I give every credit to 'Mr. Taylor. He
is the most active public servant [ have ever
met. He is going from morning to night,
looking for new business to meet the increas-
ing cost of coal. It was never suggested,
even by our advisers, tlmat in the short period
which has elapsed since the station was
erected we should have so nuarkedly increased
our annual output. It is greatily to Mr.
Taylor's credit.

ll. W. C. Angwin: And you will require
more plant to provide for applications for
increases.

The MIINISTER FOR MTINES: Yes,' that
14 so. In 1922, unless the plant is increased,
we shall not he able to supply the current
necessary to keep our industries going. Our
industries have to compete with the indus-
trice of other countries using chea;) elee-
tricity. Notwithstanding that coal has gone
up in price, last yeair We Produced current
more cheaply' than did any other station out-
side the British Isles. That stand, to the
credit of those responsible for the scheme
and for the agreemient. The Treasury has
lnt had to carry any losses by the generating
stationl, if the station be given credit for the
dlifference in the cost of the -current now used
a, against the price paid under the old -on-
dition,. After all, I look upon our power
station itot as anl ordinary trading concern,
but as an aid to industry. I A-ant that
station to generate current as cheaply as
possible. I do not want to make profits out

of it, but I want the people to establish
industries by using cheap current from the
power station. I have been trying to find
new means by which we can use that current.
We have assisted the establishment of in-
dustries that never could have been estab-
lishtd here but f or the power station. Elec-
tric steel works are being established in West
Guildford; a big firm has come over here
from. Sydney to accept our offer, and pre-
sentiv will he making high class steel for
the whole of Australia. Instead of members
being so critical in regard to these aeti~ities,
which mean so much from the point of view
of the community, they should view it from
that standpoint, discarding thle standpoint
of. pounds shillings and pence. 'Memnbers, I.
know, arc anxious that thle ledger should be
squared, but one can Equare the ledger and
ruin the community in so doing.

lion. W. C. Angwin: The criticism is clue
to the feeling that the metropolitan area is
getting something.

The MINISTER FOR MUl ES: I do not
quite think that.

Baon. W. C. Angwin: We have had it re-
peatedly shown this session.

The MINISTER FOR MIE:I do not
think that for a moment, although I venture
to say that the best answer to those who do
bold that view is to suggest that they demand
as rightly they might do, that those parochial
facilities he handed over to the people they
serve. I believe that if we were to form, on
the samte lines as in Adelaide, a metropolitan
trust to control the tramways and electricity
supply, those complaining most would soon
wake up to the fact that the people in the
metropolitan area have a very fine asset. This
Parliament has no right to withhold facili-
ties because Parliament happens to control
those facilities, for the development of which
money is required. Those "-ho adopt that
attituide mui~st go the whole hog and say, '' Let
us take over the concern, finding the where-
,vithnll to do it.'' I tell the member for
Perth (Mfr. Man) that I am not prepared
to permit metropolitan members to do a little
picking and choosing. They cannot have that
which is profitable and leave on the hands of
the- community that which shows a loss.

Mr. Mann: We do not want to do that.
The MINISTER FOR 2flINES: I have not

heard the lion. member clamiour for those con-
cerns which are showing a loss.

Hon. W. C. Augwin: We are satisfied to
let the Government control them.

Time 'M[NTSTER FOR MINES: Still, I be-
lieve the other method is better.

Hon. W. CI. Angwin: I do not.
The 'MINISTER FOR 21MNES: Then the

lion, member ought to hand over the Fre-
mantle tramways.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You can have them
at cost.

The 2T[NISTER FRl MINES: Of course
if the lion. member hans made a mess of
it-
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Hon. W. C. Angwin ± The concern has
shown more profits than have the Perth train-
ways.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Fre-
mantle board can control the Fremantle trains
better than can the Government, just as those
representing the people served by the Perth
tramns could handle those tramns better than
can the Government.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They might not get
such competent men as we have on the Fre-
mantle Tramway Trust.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have en-
deavoured to the best of my ability, in laying
down the policy of my departments, under the
direction of the Treasurer, to say that strict
economy shall be exercised. But when one
Minister begins to economnise he finds all sorts
of obstacles, not always of the making of
Government offi cials, but'due to the fact that
the conditions will not permit of the intro-
duction of economy. Take the Mines Depart-
ment: We have the State Mining Engineer
housed in lI!urray-street, where my office is.
We have the Government Geologist housed in
'Beaufort-street; the Government Mineralogist
housed in Museum-street; the Government
Chemist housed in Wellington-street; and the
Government Analyst and Inspector of Ex-
plosives in Murray-street. We have the Chief
Inspector of -Machinery in the Works Dle-
partment. I have been moving Heaven anl
earth to get these officials brought together,
so that instead of each officer having a staff
doing correspondence and keeping separate
records, one correspondence staff and one re-
cord staff and one manager could do the
lot. But I cannot do it until I can find ac-
commodation for them.

Mr. Teesdale: The quicker you find it the
better.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: But it is
not so simple to find it.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: You tried to get it,
but Parliament blocked it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, some-
times members are responsible and not Min-
isters. If the Treasurer suggested spending
£30,000 or £40,000 for additional accommoda-
tion in order to house these staffs and effect
economy, members would object.

Mr. Teesdale: Bring it down, and yen
will find it will pass all right.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hen.
member might support it but there would be
a howl from the public regarding the expen-
diture of this money in the metropolitan area
and some members would take fright, perhaps
the member for Boebourne amongst them. I
have tried and am still trying to find ways
and means of bringing these officers together.
There would be better control, there would
be an unquestionable reduction of staffs and
we would get better results, but I cannot do
it until I can find accommodation to house
them. The Treasurer has had a most worry-
ing time in order to bring the Estimates
down. It is true that he might have done
more, but had he done so he would have had

to shoulder responsibilities which no individ-
ual should be expected to carry. In my depart-

mont the obly means of cutting down expen-
diture is by doing away with inspection, which
might mean life or death to members of the
the community. No Minister, should be asked
to carry that responsibility. If the officers
assert that it is not safe to do
away with inspectors, I am not going
to take the responsibility. If the member for
Katauning proposes to effect economies in
that way, the responsibility must rest upon
him and those who agree with Mis views.
We have to carry on our industries and we
have to protect the individuals employed in
the industries. We have to provide the
essential facilities for the community. Other-
wise, instead of only the State passing
through a trying time, the whole community
will be experiencing the trying time as well.
If we set out, as has been suggested by some
members, to pull in in every direction, we
should lose our business. T know of more
than oue business firm in Perth who have
Dot recovered from their action when the
war broke out; they called in all their com-
miercial men and reduced expenditure to a
minimum. Other firms, finding that busi-
ness was falling off, actually increased their
staffs in order to obtain new business, and
those firms to-day are flourishing where the
others are still iiuffering the ill-effects. I do
not wish my remarks to be accepted as con-
veying that I do not realise the need for
economy, but the economy practised must be
sound, and the best economy of all is to per-
mit our people to produce more, to trade
easily, and to acquire wealth from which we
shall get our fair share. Notwithstanding
that the position confronting the State ap-
Dears to be serious, if public men who are
leading public opinion and the newspapers
particularly only encouraged our people in-
stead of decrying the State, it would re-
dound to the advantage of the State. There
is nothing which will kill a sick an quicker
than saying, ''You are had. I knew Jones,
who was not nearly so bad as you, and yet
hie died in less than 24 hours.'' The State
is not so sick as some people represent it to
be. We are in the developing stage, and we
have to draw on capital.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We are pretty sick
all the same.

The MNSTER FOR MINES: We might
need a dose of medicine, but the position is
not so bad as it is painted by some people.
The State is developing rapidly. Even if
our friends opposite were in power they could
not do very much better than, if as well as,
the Government have done, This fact was
appreciated by the Leader of the Opposition
when speaking tile other night. The position
is such that, while we might differ in ideas
on details, on the broader. question of estab-
lishing and assisting our industries both
primary and secondary, we must agree that
the only way out of our difficulties is to
produce additional wealth. All the croaking
in the world will not have any good effect.
Some little encouragement when a man is down
will often help him to recover, but put your
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heel on him and keep him ther6 and he will
doubtless go out. The men in this country
are working hard and they do not want to
be taxed or cursed ont of existence. The
State will recover, but as the Leader of the
Opposition said, let it be a gradual process
so that any action taken will not result in
keen suffering to a section of the community
which will probably turn out to be a per-
manent instead of a temporary suffering. So
far as I am able to introduce economies they
will be introduced, but they will be economies
such as will not seriously interfere with the
operations of the department which mean so
much to the State.

Mr. SAMPSON (Swan) [9.6]: 1 am sorry
that I cannot congratulate the Premier on
his Budget, but we have to realise that we
are still suffering from the effects of the
war and other causes beyond his power.
I regret that circumstances did not per-
mit of a, better position being dis-
closed by the Estimates. I must thank
the Premier for the thoughtfulness which
suggested the visit of inspection to the
South-West. I regret that the Premier
himself will be unable to accompany the
party. It would have given the Premier
great pleasure to be present and those who
go will miss him and the mass of informa-
tion which he would have made available to
them. The South-West portion of the State
has never received the attention to which it
was entitled. It offers an opportunity for
advancement and prosperity and, if it were
only developed, it would be the means at
wiping out the deficit. We still hear much
about the potentialities of the South-West
while practical development is alniost entirely
neglected. I hope that, as a result of this
visit of inspection, meumber-s will acquire
such added kniowledge that the Rouse will
confidently authorise the necessary schemes
to open up that vast territory on broad and
practical lines. 'We are continually hearing
of the need for an adequate water supply in
the metropolitan area, and I admit the neces-
sity for it. There is a phase of the proposed
mctropolitan scheme which should receive the-
attention of members, and that is the hunge
area of laud reserved in the bills district for
watershed or water conservation purposes.
There are many settlers in the hills district
located on very snmall blocks, who require
larger areas to render their orchard or gar-
dent work successful. It is impossible
in most eases for d nmun with a family
to "make 'a living unless hie holds 20
acres or more, but I have a ease in;
mind of a party who cannot obtain fur-
ther lend, although he is bounded on two
sides hy vacant land reserved for eatebment
purposes. This state of affairs obtains in
many parts of the hills district. 1
hope the Premier will take thin matter
into consideration, and that members wvill
decide where the reservoir is to be
located, and that the Government will then
throw open for selection the balance of the

land reserved. 'I submit that the correct site
for the proposed reservoir is, in the Upper
Canning. This would have the effect ot
bringing into use hundreds of acres of land
in the fiat country between Armadale and
Perth. Mfach of this land is at present under
rultivation, but the need' of water is great.
If the reservoir were constructed in the
Upper Canning, the flow of water would be
sufficient to give an ample supply, not only
.to Perth, but to the intervening country
for gardening purposes. I am sorry to find
that, notwithstianding the added road
mileage which roads boards and municipali-
ties have to maintain, the vote for the de-
partment of the Minister for Works is more
than £617,000 less than it was last year. This
is a regrettable fact, and regret will be
echoed by all sections of the House that the
pre-war subsidy hai not been restored. There
is no combination of men doing a finer work
for Western Australia than those comprising
the roads boards.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: The municipalities
do not get anything.

Mr. SAMPSON: The municipalities are
doing good work, but they are operating iji
the more settled centres. I maintain that if
we look alter the country, the closely settled
centres will be able to look after them-
selves. I have heard with pleasure the many
references to the need for taxing the unused
land contiguous to our railway system. I
hope the House will do something definite in
this connection during the present session.
I think that a majority of the members pre-
sent have promised to do their best in this
direction, and T am anxious to have an op-
portunity to support a Bill giving the Gov-
ernment the necessary authority. I realise
that the difficulties with which the Premier
is confronted are beyond the power of any
man or hody of men to surmount at the pre-
sent moement, but I must congratulate our
leader that, notwithstanding the difficulties,
he is still giving consideration to many mat-
ters which will receive the support of those
who wish for the welfare of the State. Par-
ticularly is this the case with regard to the
Education Vote. Although the vote is con-
siderably higher than in the previous year,
21o one should cavil at it. The growing
aiecil for schools in the country more than
Justifies the expenditure, and I hope the
time will never come when it will be found
necessary to cut down this essential expendi-
ture.

Mr. SIONS (East Perth) [9.15]: It is
difficult for new members during the first
session to gather together all the details in
connection with the Estimates, and it is also
difficult for them to deal in dTetail with the
great mass of figures placed before them.
We can, therefore, only deal with a few par-
ticular heads. It is no use any of us re-
gretting the facet that the State is suffering
fronm a deficit-I believo we would he wise
in preferring the term overdraft.-without
niaksitg some suggestion for relieving the
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position. I believe we arc only beating the
air when we talk about the deficit. No
matter what Government is in power we shall
be making nothing but futile efforts unless
we concentrate upon land settlement and
land development. Figures were published in
this morning's paper showing that in one of
the oldest settled portions of the State, the
Avon valley, the unused land ran into hun-
dreds of thousands of acres. There is only
one cardinal principle upon which the de-
velopment of this country can be carried out,
and that is to force idle lands iato.use even
it in doing so we touch the border line of
what might be called confiscation. This
State cannot struggle under the great bur-
den of heavy railway mileage unless col-
lateral with our railway development we force
our lands into use, During next week mem-
bers of the House will make a tour of the
South-West. The first point at which they
will stop will be Pinjarra, so ably repre-
sented by the Minister for Works, but who
should be representing a constituency carry-
tug teas of thousands of people instead ot
only practically a few hundred. We have
in that area two of the finest rivers in the
State, the Serpentine and the Murray. At
their junction they form an estuary which
should be the natural harbour for the great
hinterland at the back. From the Darling
Ranges to the sea shore along the
banks of these two rivers, we find that
practically four families own the whole of
the country side. No serious attempt is being
made to bring the land into use. What ap-
plies to Pinjarra applies also to other centres.
No matter what the result of this tour may
be, our policy should be not to Construct an-
other mile of railway until the land already
served is developed. Our policy should be
more people for the land we already have
served rather than construct more railways to
serve unused land. I believe the tour will be
productive of good, and that the Premier
was wise in inviting members to make it.
Although some objection has been raised,
it will afford members of both Chambers in
opportunity of seeing the country for which
they are legislating. It is the plainest kind
of folly for members who have hardly been
outside the metropolitan area or who have
never seen the South-West, to vote on ques-
tions vitally affecting the development of that
part of the State. So long as the expenditure
upon tours of this kind is reasonable, every
pound spent upon them should be returned
three-fold, by the increased knowledge which
members will be able to bring to bear upon
any questions affecting that part of the State.
In regard to closer settlement, we have an
example of what can be done by cutting up
big estates in a part of the constituency re-
presented by the Minister for Mines. A year
ago the Kendenup sheep station, with some
adjoining properties, aggregating nearly
50,000 acres, had a population of less than
30 people. We know that this closer settle-
ment scheme was undertaken by private en-
terprise. There are now 498 people living
on that estate. *This settlement has greatly

increased the revenue of the railways from
that equtre. Since the Great Southern line
wast constructed by Anthony Hordera, nearly
30 years ago, the total revenue taken at the
Kendenup siding was less than £400. During
the last nine mouths the railway revenue from
Rendenup alone has touched £7,000. That
which has happened at Kendenup can occur
at 20 or 30 other points along our railway
lines with proportionate advantage to the
Railway Department.

Mr. MatCallum -Smith: That was not done
by taxation.

Mr. SIMONS: It was done by private en-
terprise. If other owners of estates will not
disgorge their holdings they must be com-
pelled to do so.

Mr. Macalluni Smith: It was done by pub-
licity.

Mr. SIMONS: Let the Government try
some of it. I wish to refer later to some
points on which the Government policy will
not succeed. If the Government publicity
agents were paid to keep people out of West-
ern Australia they could not have made a bet-
ter job of it. What has been done at Ken-
deaup can be dlone at Pinjarra and other
eotres. When we see what can be done we

bregin to understand the relationship -between
closer settlement and the revenue of the rail-
ways. We are told that our big overdraft
is practically represented by the deficit on the
railways. We can understand, therefore, how
vital it is to force our lands into use. The.
member for North Perth has referred to the
question of publicity. I do not know who
engages the publicity agents for the Govern-
ment, but I do not think if they were being
paid by hostile States to kinp people out of
Western Australia they could do better in that
direction than they are doing, I would in-
stance the exhibits displayed by the Agricul-
tural Department at the Royal Show. There
was a pavilion there intended to show what
magnificent products the State could yield.
The purpose of such an exhibition should have
been to attract people to the land and encour-
age them to go in for soil cultivation, and
to create in them an incentive to do a man'Ps
work in the great inland areas that we have
Calling for development. Magnificent pota-
toes were shown, sufficiently good to impress
the newcomer, but alongside the potatoes
there were shown hideous examples of the
potato moth. A little further on there Wras
shown the wonderful wool that Western Aus-
tralia can produce, but close by was another
exhibit showing 24 samples of poison plant.
In another corner were the fniit products, bnt
alongside were examples of 300 different
kinds of insects which would destroy the
fruit crops of the State. Anyone entering
that exhibition could learn that Western Aus-
tralia grew splendid sheep, but that they could
be killed in 24 di ff erent ways. They could also
see that we could produce wonderful fruit,
but that there were 800 different kinds of
insects that would prevent us from getting a
fruit crop. The same thing applies to pota-
toes. I do not know if hon. members think
that an exhibit of that nature will do good in

IM
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any part of the world. If a shop window
dresser did his work along those lines he
would not last 10 minutes, and yet, these
officers are given an. increase in salary by the
Government to do things like that. I have
here a railway time table which refers to the
State as I''W.A.'' Some of the officers are
apparently too tired to spell out the name of
the State to which they look for their salaries
each month. I also see that the Swan River
is referred to as tbe ''Swarmy,'' and there i
a picture of the Swan with that erroneous
name given underneath. On another page we
see ' W.A'a. beauty spots.'' Even the namne
of the State is not properly understood by
those who are supposed to be acting as our
publicity agents. The exhibit at the Show
purported to represent ''West Australia,''"
whereas there is no such State in existence.
I hope when the Minister for Mines sets
out as leader of the publicity expedi-
tion to.- Java, he will see that the
officers attached to it are properly trained
so that they understand that they are
representing ''Western Australia.'' I hope
this expedition will leave behind theta
potato moths and poison wveeds and other
things, which should never form part of a
healthy exhibit sent out from this country.
I agree with the Minister for Mines that a
great deal of harm has been done to the
State by the myriads of croakers who seem
to be drawing sustenance from it. We are
not going to do any good by deploring the
fact that we had an, overdraft. We have
to remember the giant things this State has
(lone in no short a space of time. We have
to remember the great struggle this State
went through awring the war, when it
practically stood alone amongst the States
of the Commonwealth. The bloated States
in the East were spending hundreds of
thousands of pounds in harness factories,
woollen mills and leather works and count-
less other activities which were absorbing
money and putting cash into circulation.
We did not possess that artificial stimulus.
The part Western Australia played was in
providing loan funds and other funds,
practically all the money from which was
spent outside the borders of the State. For
Western Australia to have gone through
such a crisis and to have paid out so much
money, without receiving in return any-
thing in the shape of a stimulus for her
different industries, is undoubtedly a great
achievement. It is only natural that for
four or five years after going through such
a trying period we should find it difficult
to settle down to normal conditions. It is
the recognition of that fact which causes
the Leader of the Opposition and his sup-
porters to take such a lenient view of the
difficulties facing the Government, and to
give to them all reasonable support. T am
sure all who have cause to think must be
gratified to learn that a new loan avenue
has been opened up by the action of the
Queensland Government in accepting a loan
in the New York money market.

M r. Machalum, Smith: We regret that.
Mr. &IMONS: Nobody will ever regret

it except people with narrow, squint-eyed
vision.

Mr. MacCallus, Smith: There was no
necessity to go to America.

M.SlOS: There was great necessity
for it, because some of the money-lenders
of Great Britain had attempted to dictate
the policy of an Australian Government.
An effort had been wade to slanm the door
in the face of Theodore, of Queensland, when
he went to London with a very reasonable
request.

Mr. MacCallus, Smith: We have money
here.

Mr. SIMONS: Money may be found in
Stirling-street, but there is none around
this part of the 'country. The floating of
the Queensland loan in the United States
did a great service to Australia. Mr.
Theodore's name Av4ll live in Australian his-
tory as that of the man who successfully
resisted the attempts of London money-
lenders to dictate to Queensland what laws
should be enacted. There is another phase
of the matter which deserves our special
attention, namely that every million pounds
of money invested by the United States of
America in the Australian Commonwealth
represents an added
fence of Australia.
ample, one hundred
American money put
Commonwealth, the
monetary interest in
from any attack by
part of Asia. As it
guarantee apart from.

security for the de-
If we have, for ex-

million pounds of
into the Australian
Americans have a
keeping us inviolate
Japan or any other
is now, we have no
isentiment.

Mr. Money: The Americans have mere
than that interest in Europe.

Mr. SIMONS: Yes, and that is partly
why the Americans went to Europe when
Europe was bleeding at the hands of the
Germans.

Mr. Money: It took them a long time to
go to Europe.

MIr. SIMONS: They went as soon as they
had four hundred millions at stake.

Mr. Teesdale: Yes, they always think of
the boodle.

Mr. SIMONS:; And they always tell
everybody that they think of it. On the
other hand, a lot of people are always
thinking of the boodle hut are trying to
keep it a secret. If we could imagine
having several hundreds of millions of
American money invested in Australia, we
would recognise that that fact would place
at the disposal of Australia for its defence
another great fleet, and another great army,
and another great nation. That amounts
to something more than a sentimental in-
terest.

Mr. MacCallus, Smith : But suppose
Japan were at war with America; would
not the Japanese come here and smash up
the American security?
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Mr. SIMONS: In that ease we should
have Another move on the great chess-
board of international affairs. There is the
British Navy, and any attack on Australia,
in our present Imperial relationship, would
be tantamount to a declaration of war
against the British Empire. True, we have
to-day a sentimental attachment to Great
Britain; but money lenders are not seati-
inentalists. There may be a large number
of sentimental people in Great Britain who
would want to help Australia in her hour
of trial; but they would have to get the
consent of a great many money kings be-
fore they would be allowed to send the
British army or the British navy against
any enemy of Australia. The sentimental-
ists of Great Britain, however, will always
have a standing guarantee that their wishes
will he carried out, because there is so
much British money sunk here that the
money lenders will see that Japan does not
get in here and destroy the security repre-
senting British loans. If we can have simi-
lar conditions prevailing in regard to our
relationship with the United States, we
shall have the natural sentiment of
American citizens backed up by the inter-
ests of the American money lenders. In
that case'we shall have two groups of ships
and two great armies standing between the
interests of Australia and those of Japan.
%When it is all thought out, we shall begin
to realise that the fact of American
money coinhg into Australia in millions,
is going to afford us additional security
against attack. Consider for a moment
the position of Canada. Canada never even
considered it necessary to have a navy or a
great army, because the integrity of Canada
has been at all timies in essence guaranteed
by the United States. With millions of
America,. money in this country, we shall
have the same guarantee as Canada has now.
That is why I think members of this House
would do well to consider carefully the effect
of the new financial arrangements.

Mr. Teesdale: It is to be hoped that Aus-
tralians will never forget the country that
protected them.

Mrs. Cowan: Rear, hear!
Mr. SIMON'S: I do not think they have

been forgetful so far. Let me say that I
never knew a nmember at the Imperial Par-
liament or of the Canadian Parliament who
shared the anti-American feeling displayed
here by members opposite. Members who
express themselves in .that way belong to
the class of -literary critic who criticises a
book without ever opening the parcel con-
tamning it. Tt is a great thing to have a
people who speak our language and to a
large extent have our constitutional ideals
backing us with millions of pounds. As re-
gards other matters, I was pleased to hear
the Minister for -Mines declare that he is
going to do all he can to suppress tbe
croakers who are abroad in Western Aus-
tralia. We meet them on every hand. Only
to-day this fact was brought home to me by

two settlers who have come from Colomibo to
inspect Western Australian lands with a view
to advising friends of theirs whether this is
a good place to settle in. They told ine that
everywhere they had received warning
Against settling in Western Australia-warn-
ings in the shops they visited and in the
hotels they stayed at. Coming up from
Albany by train last night, they had as
fellow travellers twp men who strongly urged
them not to settle in such a God-forsaken
State as this.

Members: Why9
.Mr. SIMONS: Because of the prevalence-

of those persons whom Sir John Forrest 20
years ago dubbed ''croakers.'' Becnaise we
have many citizens always discovering how
things cannot be done, instead of how they
can he done. Because Are have amongst us
the sort of people who used to say that water
could[ never be pumped to Kalgoorlie, who
used to say that Fremantle would never make
A harbour, that apples could never be grown
here. Our apples have since brought the
highest prices in Europe. Because w4 have
here the sort of people who used to say that
W~estern Australia would never grow wheat;
w~ithin a decade this State will he exporting
thirty millions of bushels annually. 'Many
people who derive their sustenance from
Western Australia do nothing but speak de-
rogatorily of this State.

Mrs. Cowan: Oh, no!
Mr, SIONS: Oh, yes. It is no use

mumbling ''Oh, no-'' I am sure every member
will back up the optimism of our Premier,
and also will back up the sentiment of the
'Minister for Mfines that a stop shall be put
to the derogatory utterances that come not
only from Government officials, but also from
citizens, concerning the State of Western
Australia.

General debate concluded; Votes and itenm,
discussed as follow:-

Vote-Legislative Council, £975-agreed to.

The PREMIER: I move-

That consideration of Votes fl. to XHII.,
inclusive, he postponed.

Hon,. W. C. ANCWIN: The Premier might
have notified the Committee of his intention
to ask for a postponement of these divisions.

The -Minister for Mines: We did not know
that the general discussion would finish to-
night.

Hon. AN'. C. ANOWIN. The earrying of
the Premier's motion means that the Conm-
mnitten will proceed to discuss the Mines
Estimates;- and some members who would]
have bee,, here had they known that thoem
votes were to come on to-night, are Absent.
I realise the position with regard to the
Minister for Mines, but I consider that some
notice sho,'ld have been given Of the course
proposed by the Government,-

The PREMIER: I acknowledge that there
is a good deal in what the hon..member has
said, and that probably some hon. members
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who are particularly interested in the Mines
Estimates are not here to-night. But that
objection does not hold good as regards dis-
cussion of the other departments controlled
by the Minister for Mines. I have no desire
whatever to withhold from hon. members the
opportunity to fully discuss every division of
the Estimates. In the circumstances I sug-
gest that we discuss only the Police and the
Forests Estimates.

Motion put and passed.

[Mr. Stubbs resumed the Chair.]

Department of Mines (Hon. J. Scaddan,
M1inister):

Vote-Council of Industrial Development
.and Tourist and Publicity Bureau, £2,720:

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: We should have
some information regarding this department.
The figures arc small at the present time,.
but it is possible that they will expand con-
siderably. I am not sure that, in view of the
present; conditions, it is wise to start a new
department.

The Minister for Mines: It is not a new
one.

I-on. W. C. ANOWIN: T admit that the
sections grouped under this heading were
carried out uinder several departments for-
merly, but we are now creating a department
that stands on its own. My experience hall
been that such a move means increased ex-
penditUre.

Mr. Mfacallun Smith: The member for
East Perth (Mir. Simnons) said the Govern,-
ment were wrong because they had not
launched out.

Hon. WV. C. ANG-WIN: That may be so,
but unfortunately the member for East Perth
has not been long enough in Parliament to
know how expenses increase with the creation
of a new department. We generally start
with ant officer in eharge and a typist, and
before long we find other officers appointed
and more typists engaged.-

The Minister for Alines: Not in this de-
pertinent.

H~on. WV. C. ANGWIN: No, because it has
only just been started.

The Minister for Mines: It is in full swing
'low.

The Minister for Agriculture: It is doing
fine work, too.

Hort. WN. C. ANOWIN: That is quite right.
When these sections now grouped in this de-
partment were under other Ministers, it was
only a matter of a little more life being put
into it. It only meant a little more Moneoy
and, uinder tlhose circumstances, it obviated
the necessity for a new department being
built up with additional staff and increased
costs. Under former circumstances, the nreces-
they correspondence was attended to in

teordinary departmental correspondence
branches, in conjunction with, their other de-
partnmental work. Having travelled through
the Eastein States, and observed what is be-
ing done there to encourage people to see the

country, I admit the necessity for something
being done along these lines. I admit we
have been a little backward in the past.

The Colonial Secretar-y: This work brings
money into the State and advertises it.

Bion. W. C. ANGWIN: That is so, but 1
am afraid that in creating a separate depart-
ment, we will have the staff doubled, or per-
haps trebled. I regret to see that the Gov-
erment have launched out in this direction.
Last year I objected to the secretary of the
Premier's department being made' a per-
nianent head, and I warned the House that it
meant increased expenditure. This year we
see that there has been the increased expen-
diture that I1 predicted. There is always this
tendency for officers to increase the size of
their departments in the hope that their own
positions will be made more important.

Mr. Teesdale; So that they will he ready
for the classification.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Of course- This
year wea see that the secretary to the Premier
has gardens, Crawvley, and a number of other
things placed under. his direction, which
meanis that a large department is being built
up there There is mnother instance in the
case under discussion. I do not object to ad-
vertising the State and endeavouring'to see
that visitors get to know what the State
possesses. The fact that we were backward
in this direction in the pqst cannot be laid
at the door of Ministers, because they did not
have the necessary funds at their disposaL

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I cannot
take any excep~tion to the remarks by the
Member for North-East Fremantle, because
the House is entitled to see that we do not
build up departments unnecessarily, and to
issue a warning that when a department is
established, it must not be allowed to ex-
pand until it becomes a burden. The mem-
ber for North-East Fremnantle does not ob-
jet-t to the work thep sub-departments are per-
fornmig. This is not a separate depiartment,
because it comes Linder the control of the
Minister for M.%ines, and, therefore, uinder the
Under Secretary for Mines. The Council of
Industrial Development and the officers are
directly responsible to the Under Secretary.
That branch is not a separate department,
neither can that branch undertake any' ex-
penditure without the approval of the 'Min-
ister onl the recommendation of the Under
Secretary. Membhers realise the necessity for
advertising our wares. They requlire adver-
tising both inside and outside the State. The
operations of the council are fully warranted.
The council operated for some years, but be-
earne defunct. In consequence, the responsi-
bility of getting information on matters af-
fecting the establishirent of secondary in-
dustries devolved upon the Minister who; had
to depend on all and sundry for information
enabling him to come to a decision. Under
the existing legislation, the Treasurer, on the
recommendation of the Minister for Tndus-
tries, is able to invest trust funds for tbe
purpose of establishing industries within the
State, and that is the object of this council.



[20 OcToBEE, 1921139

.Not a penny of the expenditure approved b 'Y
Pairianient is utilised in connec-tion with the
expenses or cost of that councit. f desire to
pay a tribute to the gentlemen who form that
council for the amount of work they are
doing without any remiueration whatever, Ta
my great surprise Ir discovered last weevk
that when the question of estabTishing an in-
dustry was under discussion, inenibers of that
council travelled about the State collecting
information, yet they did not even apply for
a railway pass or hotel expenses, I only dis-
covered this b% accident, and surely this is
evidence of the fact that these mnen arc public.
spirited citizens. Thle chairman of the con-
cil spends three or four hours every other day
in the office attending to matters which are
of no concern to hiim ast an idi-
vidlual. The council is doing a great
deal of important work. The exhibi-
tion in Barrack-street is being run at
little or no cost to thle State. We call upon
the traders to pay rent for the right to dis-
play their goods in the exhibition andl, after
all, wye as a State are as interested in this
matter as the traders themnselves.

Mfr. Angela: Hare youi any ohbjection to
giving us the namecs of thle inenlibers Of the
council?

The MINlNIfST ER FOR 'MINES: 'None
whatever. M.Nr. C. S. Nathan is the chair-
man, and the members aire Mr. Crocker, the
city electrical engineer, Mr. R. 0. Law, -Mr.
W. Perry and Mr. A. J. Mlonger. The cost
is small and, judging by the number of
people frequenting the exhibition, it is creat-
ing a great deal of iterest. Prom remtarks
made to mne, I know that miany people were
not aware that many of the lines exhibited
were mnanu factured in Western Australia.
More than one exhibitor has admitted that
inquiries have been reeci red from many
directions from where no inquiries caeaii

prior to the exhibition. It has educated the
people to a realisation of the work doane
within the State. The exhibition of work
done at the MKidland JIunction Workshops,
anti at thle State Implement Works, is ev -
deace of the fact that we can turn out high
class technical goods:. We ask that the people
shall assist themselves and the general comi-
munity by encouraging local amanu fact ures.
As to the Tourist and Publicity Bureau, for
a long time past cmaiints were hecard re-
garding the bureau being lost somewhere in
Muorray-street, where it was hard to find. We
ni-re told that it should be placed in a inore
central position where visitors could easily
locate it. It lies bee.' established in the
same building as the exhibition and many
people, including passengers from the uiail
boats, have visited thle bureau and secured
information regarding the State. in one
ease I am aware of, a family were proceeding
to New Zealand sad as the result of their
investigations at the bureau, and their visit
to the exhibition, the head of the family
stated that if they did not find things to
their liking inl New Zealand they would come
back to Westen A neptrallia a's they were sait-

ilfed with what they had! seen- Considering
the small expense, and provided we keep
watch to see that this b1ranceh Joes not * X-
pand[ unduly, the State will real) time benefit
from this expenditure, direcly andl in-
directly.

Mr. Macallowm3 8.I TH. I hope imaembers
will not take too mm-I notice of what tine
inember for North-East Fremnantle has said.
Iant only sorry thet the amiount onl tile Es-

timates is not tenl times -as mluch, becanse I
know tine advantage that n-ill comne to thme
State by judicious advertisinig. Many pia-
vate fivins spend three or four times this
amiount advertising their wares. Surely a
State like this canl vry well spend mnore
money to considerable advantage.. We desire
to attract people, and we canl only do it by
propler ailvertising. I agree that it is un-
desirable to build up big departmients. but
so long as n-c are getting value for tine
money it is good busiiaess. T hope the Corn-
maittee will pass thle annount.

Mvrs. COWAN: I support the vote. L
hare seen a good leal in connection with thle
industriall developmlent work. It would he
a great pit3- not to pass thle itemn, liem-use
very fine work has been done by the counacil.
[t is going to mean it great deal to the State
in thle long rm i.

Hon. W. 0. ANOWIN: There i's nothing
here for advertising.

Ir_ 34aeCallumn Smith: There ire iiinun-
forms of publicity work.-

Eon. W. 0. ANG-Wflf: Tile advertising
comes under a different vote. I agree that
we should show what is being muade in thle
State. It is even more necessary that we
should be able to prove that what-is claimed
to have beeln mnade in thle State has beea
mnade in thme State. I1 ami not objecting to
the item. But n-c arc startiug a new de-
partnient, anid I do not want it to grow too
fast. Tine Colonial Secretary got £290 for
the Tourist Bureau last year. How was it
possible for him to do anything worth while
with that amnount? But this Year, apart
from the Council of Industrial Development,
there lb anl ihnerase ofLi1:9

The Minister for Mies:. That is for bothi
branches.

Hfon. W,. C. ANSOWIN: Well, say £1,000.
r ani objecting to the building tip of a sep-
arate department. I warn] the Government
against time creation of new departments in-
robving increased expendilure which mnay- not
be warranted. -Next year this VTote will hbive
assumed large proportions.

Vote put anwl passed.
\rote-F'orcsts £16,344:

,\r. O'LOGI-LE.N: I inane no desire to
d1elay .progress. There are certain increased
amounts and certain reductions ian thle vote.
No good purpose will be served by a long
discussion, for later onl there will be anl op-
portunity to deal with the expenditure of
the department nder the Forests Bill. The
Conservator hans an enormous amiount of rev-
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enue allocated to him and I think it would be
a fit subject for inquiry whether it has been
utilised to the best advantage. I see no
provision here for the salary of the working
plans officer. Additional foresters have been
appointed and provision is made for an in-
crease of £1,000 this year. The cost of the
clerical division has increased by practically
£900. It means that the expenditure of the
clerical division is piractically equal to that
of the field officers. That is not fair. If
you pitt on half a dozen additional field
officers, surely it does not entail such an
enormous increase in the clerical staff. I
understand that most of the publicity work
has been done by one man, who has now
been transferred to the Council of Indus-
trial Development. The only complaint I
have to make is in respect to the false
economy in dealing with the travelling andl

-foraging allowances of the classification
oifficers in the forests. Recently the Con-
servator made a radical reduction which
-rendered the position entirely unattractive,
and in consequence the officers are talking
of -resigning. That is a bad state of affairs,
because they are all good men. It is of no
use discussing the division as a whole, be-
cause it is merely the annual appropriation
for the salaries of officers. However, the
Minister might explain the necessity for so
much clerical expenditure and also give
reasous for that reduction in the forage
allowance.

The MINISTER FORl MINES: The ques-
tion of clerical assistance is almost exclu-
sively one for the Conservator and the
Public Service Commissioner. I cannot be
expected tQ know whether the staff is fully
engaged. I have repeatedly drawn atten-
tion to the increases in the staff and asked
the Public Service Commissioner to satisfy
himself that they are essential to the opera-
tions of the department. The explanation
given to me is that those operations arc ex-
panding at such a rapid pace, and the
quantity of timber being taken from our
forests and the trade being done are
so great, particularly in point of ex-
port timber, all of which baa to be
inspected, that the work cannot be coped
with unless the .clerical staff is in-
creased. With the officers appointed as
the Conservator appoints them, it is not
fair to ask me to say whether all are doing
their work. In any case, as the whole
thing is to be the subject of inquiry, the
leasit said about it the better. In regard
to the travelling end forage allowances of
the foresters, the previous conditions were
unsatisfactory. When the Conservator went
into the question he decided to put it on
a different basis. Ile assured me that the
new baisi was satisfactory, not only to the
department, but also to the men themselves.
le explained that he had put them on a
sal pry bansis, which was more satisfactory.

Mr. O'C;oghlen: Many of them could
make twice as much as they are now
making.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I will.
draw the attention of the Acting Conserva-
tar to this and ask him to cowmmunnicate
with the hon. member. Mr, Lane-Poole will
complete his services on Saturday at 1.2
o'clock.

Vote put and passed.
Votes--Legislative Assembly, £1,814;

Joint House Committee, £4,509; Joint Print-
lng Committee, £3,561; Joint Library Com-
mittee1 £475.

Department of the Premier (Hon. Sir James
Mitchell, Preier):

Vote-Prouder's Department, £12,92-
agreed to.

Vote--Governor's Establishment, £E2,227:
Hon. W. C. ANO WIN: There were one

or two items on which I desired to speak,
but before I had a chance to do so you, Mr.
Chairman, bad put. the votes through. We
did not have an opportunity to turn up the
votes.

Thu CHAIRMAN: I did not intend to pre-
vent any member from speaking.

Mr. ANGELO: I think the vote relating
to the Premier's Department should be re-
committed. 'We did not have an opportunity
to speak to it.

The CHAIRMAN: I wish to he perfectly
fair to every member.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I wished to speak
on the Legislative Assembly vote, but it does
not matter now.

Vote put and passed.
\Tote-.Executive Council, £53:
Item, Clerk (Special Acts, £350), Special

allowance, £1.8:
The PREMIER: I -move an amendment-

That the item be struck out.

This item is not necessary as it has been
added to the salary.

Amendment put and passed; the vote (as
reduced to £5) agreed to.

Vote-London Agency, £11,921:

Mr. SAMPSON: I wish to question the
principle of retaining in the London office
employees who have never seen Western Aus-
tralia, It would be in the best interests of
the State to employ Western Aiistrnliaqs.

The Minister for Mines: And you talk of
economy! It would cost twice as much to
ke ep on sending men to London.

Mr. SAMPSON: Their work would be more
effective and probably we could do with a
smnaller staff. Perhaps we could cut out the
hall porter and a few other officers who, .1
imagine, arc unnecessary.

The PREMIER: It would he impossible to
send all officers from here, because the cost
would be too great. But I think that the men
in the London Agency who meet the public
should at least know Western Australia. We
contemplate sending another Western Austra-
lian to London to replace an officer there.
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Mr. Sampson: Perhaps you could cut out
two officers if you sent one Western Austra-
lian over.

The PREMIER: We have the right to
send two officers Home to deal with inn-
grants. Apart from this we want a: few men
at the agency who know Western Australia
and who can deal with the public.

Item, Incidental, Fees for inspections of
goods and materials, £1,120:

Mr. MacCallui SM6ITH: Will the Premier
explain who receives these fees?

The Minister for Mines: They arc paid
on a definite scale.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: For all goods pur-
chased in London.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:t Years
ago an arrangement was made with the firm
of Carrutbers in London to pay so much
per cent. on goods examined. The Govern-
mnent of the day had no idea that the State
would be purchasing goods to the value of
millions of money representing rails, locomno-
tires, and rolling stock. The commission in
one year amounted to between £12,000 and
4I.5,000. The question was discussed in the
old House of Parliament and it was then de-
cided that the arrangement with Carruthers
should be terminated and that an engineer

-should be sent- from the staff here to do the
work,

Item, Incidental, Upkeep of Savoy House,
£2,600:

Mr. TEESDALE: This seems to be a
large sumn and in addition there appears under
icidentals-' ' Other) £270." Can the Pre-

udier offer an explanation?9
The PREMI ER: Naturally there is a great

deal of expense in connection with the up-
keep of a house of this size. The rent is par-
tic~ularly high. It is essential that we should
maintain a decent appearance in London.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: Is this for ground
rnt?

The PREMIER: Ground rent and upkeep
generally. It is impossible to do anything in
London at present except at great expense.

Vote put and passed.

Vote, Public Service Commissioner, £2,698:
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The estimaate for this

office has been increased 100 per cent.
The Premier: And the work 400 per cent.
Hon. AV. C. AXNGWLN: The re-classification

was done last year at an expenditure of F2,050.
Is there any necessity for two Public Service
Commissioners ?

The Minister for Works:- Yes.
Hon. W. 0. AXNGWLN : What work will there

be for two Commissioners after tho classification
has been completed ? I know that one is engaged
continuously at the court Is the court to go
on continuously ? There is no incentive for
officials in other departments to economnise
when the Public Service Commissioner's office
expenditure is doubled.

The PREMIER: The service has been placed
on a altogether different footing. There is the
work of the court which. as the hon. member
suggests, like the "Brook" will probably go

on for ever. it was never expected that there
would be so much work in connection with the
court. We deal with the wages staff through
the Assistant Public Service Commissioner.
This is very desirable. There are a great many
wages men employed by the Government,
outside of those in the Railway Department,
and it is necessary to have unifornity, It is
desirable to have an official whom representatives
of the union can interview, and who can make
agreements with the union. This expenditure
is fully justified in that connection alone. It is
just as right that the wages men should have
someone to go to as that the salaried staff should
have someone to attend to their affairs. It
saves a great deal of time and heart-burning.

Item, Assistant Public Service Commissioner,
£860

Mr. TEESDALE: Will the Premier explain
whether there was anything irregular in con-
nection. with the appointment of this officer ?
There seems to be some discontent in the service
in that others were not even given an opportunity
of putting in applications for the position, Was
there anything unfair to those capable of illing
the position ?

The PREMIER: I am surprised at the ques-
tion. The hon. member knows that in addition
to the Public Service, we have an appeal board
and that the service is on a totally different
footing. The Government had the right to
select the officer it thought beat fitted for the
post and did so, and mean to stand by it.

Mr. Tesdale: What about the discontent in
the service ?

The PREMIER: There is net much discon-
tent,

Mrs. Cowan:- Yes there i8.
The PREMIER:- I know the service a good

deal better than the member for West Perth.
Mrs. Cowan: I do not think so.
The PREMIER: And I have done more for

the service than the member for West Perth.
I have treated the service fairly. I did more
for them before the strike than had ever been
done before. Men who were getting £204 were
brought up. -to C262. The service is not dis-
satisfied. I am one of the few members who
have stated that the rank and file are a capable
body of men. When I find that an officer is
not suitable, if he is in my department, I tell
the Public service Commissioner he must get
rid of him. We have had to get rid of a good
many officers.

Mrs. Cowan: I thought you could not do
that.

Hon. W. C. Angwia: Uadir certain con-
ditions.

The PREMI1ER: I am sorry to see some of
them go. There must be economy and a re-
organisationi of departments. Officers cannot
be kept on if there is no work for them to do.
We have a di~finult position facing us in the
control of the service. I believe in the system
of the Public Service Commissioner. It is
through him that the service should properly
speaking be managed- Many. officers in the
service may be doing work which Ministers
may consider unsatisfactory and who may feel
that they will be put out by their Minister, hut
if they are dealt with by the Public Service,
Commiissioner it becomes a different matter.
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Mr. Pickering:- Is there not an understanding
that applications are called for these different
positions ?

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: You gave this man the
wrong title. If he had been called something
else there would have been no trouble.

The PREMIER:- Our duty to the service
is to see that it is rightly cared for by the Public
Service Commissioner, who in turn has to we
that officers are protected against Ministers.
We are determined that there must be this
additional man, and we selected the man most
suited for the post.

Mrs. Cowan: Should there not have been an
advertisement inserted ?

The PREMIER:; Certainly not.
Mrs. Cowan: Why ntot?
The PREMIER: If not, why not.
Mfr. Marshall:- I think we have heard that

before.
The PREMIER: This was not an ordinary

appointment, This officer was selected for the
position, because we considered him the best
man for it.

Hoa. W. C. Angwin: A very good man.
The PREMIER: We have given the service

a splendid opportunity of protecting themselves.
Reference has been made to officers going to the
court and saying that other officers were entitled
to an increase in salary. Those officers who
now say they have good men under them have
not been to us to say a word for them, and
scarcely ever in their lives lifted a hand to help
them. If heads of deapartments, do not keep
the Public Service Commissioner hilly acquainted
with the merits of the officers under them the
Public Service Commissioner cannot be blamed
for not finding this out.

Mr. Munsie: The bead, if he puts in a good
word for another officer, may get a few pounds
extra for himself.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: That is not fair.
The PREMIER: I do not know that this

is so. It is an extraordinary thing that senior
officers have such good men under them, and
have only now decided to do something for them.
I :have never refused to recognise special merit
in any official when it has been brought under
my notice. While we are managing the service
we must do what we think is right, and put
into the chief positions men capable of doing
justice to both sides.

Mr. Angelo: My experience of the different
departments causes me to congratulate the
Government on this appointment.

Mr. CORBOY:; Even without the salary of
this extra officer the vote has been increased
by nearly 50 per cent. Altogether the Public
Service Commnissioner and his assistant are
being paid £1,850 to administer the Public
Service Act. In South Australia the same
work is done for £800.

The PREMIER: Apart from the increased
work due to the inclusion of the wages branches
of the service these officers have to do a great
deal of clerical work, and other work in con-
neetion with the A ppeal Board. The office
itself does more work because of the change in
the Circumstances surrounding the control of
the service. The increase set down here is both
justified and necessary.

Hon. W. C. AWGWDJ: I have persona!
knowledge of an instance where an officer of

lower grade, who was appealing to the board,
asked the head of his department to give evidence,
and the head refused.

The Minister for Works : I would like to know
that bead. Iam sure he is not in my lot.

Hon. W. C ANOWJIX: The only chance the
officer then had was to sumnmon the head to
appear and give evidence.

The 'Minister for Works: I do not think the
heads want much summoning.

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN -The officer in question
was entitled to an increase, in my opinion. His
pay was low. Ministers should not run away
with the idea that officers, while unwilling to
come to them, ruish to the board. Some officers

gtothe appeal board under compulsion. A
salry of £850 is shown for the office of Assistant
Public Service Commissioner, but two-thirds
of that officer's time is devoted to the Appeal
Board. Portion of his salary should be allotted
as part of the cost of that board. A return
of the cost of the Appeal Board presented in
another place was wrong ; the expense repre-
sented by the judge's salary was prester than
the total shown in that return. The Assistant
Public Service Commissioner is a good. man,
but he should be given a different designationt
In my brief time at the Public Works Department
I used to experience great difficulty in getting
industrial agreements drawn up and completed.
This caused much dissatisfaction among the
employees affected, and should be avoided.

Vote put and passed.
Vao-Government Motor Car Service, £1,304:-

Mr. MeCALLU3M: In answer to a question
I asked during the early part of the session I
was informed that some 12,800--a fairly heavy
amount--had been spent in the purchase of
motor cars during the past two years, and that
amongst the motor cars owned by the Govern.
ment about a dozen were kept at the private
residences of officials. Those cars become
practically the private property of those officials,
and during week ends are used for joy riding.

The Minister for Works:- Formerly there was
some of that ; I do not think there is much of
it now.

Mr. 'McCALLU3I: There is some now. I
think it would be better to keep all those ears
in the one garage. Perhaps it might be advis-
able ink one or two instances that a motor car
should be kept at am official's house ; but with
the telephone service an official can obtain a
motor from the Government garage by the time
he himself would be ready to start. The Premier
knows that cars are being put to uses which are
not legitimate. I believe the Government garage
is well managed, and I should like to see all thle
Government cars kept there, instead of some
being kept at the homes of officials.

The Premier: I agree with that.
Mr. TEESDAILE: Is there any supervision

over the issue of petrol from the Government
garage, or are, officials allowed to take just as
much petrol as they like?7

The Premier: All the petrol issued is booked
UP.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Printing, £'5,640-greed to.
Vote-Literary and Scientific Grants, L9,260t
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Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Why is there an
kertase of £350 in this vote ?
The PREMIER -,The purpose of the increase
to provide books for the travelling- library.

7e were told that the country districts needed
oks, and that if the money was provided

Iditional cases of books would be sent to
matry centres. Books are, in fact, sent to
any country centres, where they are greatly
preciated.
Hon. W. Q. Angwin:- That has always been

>ue.
The PREMIER: But not on a. very large
ale, as at present.
Mr. ANGELO: On visiting the Zoological
srens a little time ago, I was very disappointed
' observe that the fences and buildings were in
poor state of repair and badly in need of paint-
&. The gardens do really good educational
Drk, and are a very nice pleasure resort for the
ople. Some little additional amount aouald
i allowed for purposes of renovating and paint-
g. This would really be an economy, because
the buildings and fences are allowed to remain
the same state as at present, the cost of

novation and painting later on will be con-
lerably greater. Mr. LeSoeuf is giving valuable
Atures, and doing all he can to make the gardens
success. The Government should encourage

e director in the work he is doing and make
erth and its surroundings as attractive as
issible. By this means people will be en-
eraged to remain within the State and not
go East.

The PREMIER: I am willing to give the
rector every encouragement possible hut I
a not willing to give him any wgore money. The
erdens are not in a condition I would like to see,
Ld the baths are not in a satisfactory condition
ther. If a considerable sum had been spent
the baths in years gone by. the health of the

ople would have been greatly improved, Addi-
mna! accommodation is required thene, and if
0,000 had been spent in erecting suitable baths
are ago, we would not be asking the House for
:,975 or anything like it at the present juncture.

rin the past. ten years upwards of £15,000
-aen spent in connection with these gardens
r upkeep and so on. It is necessary that better
cilities should be provided for the women and
ldren, adequate tea rooms and increased accom-
Ddsation at the baths. People suffering from
cumatisms have. come anay cured for a, time
a result of a course of baths. There is no

ed for people to go to New Zealand in order to
lee the mmncml baths there, and people from
uth Australia have been living in South Perth
its recently in order to take the baths at the
rdens.
3Mr- Angelo : Too few people know about them.
The PREMIER:- That is so. As it is, I
ink the rote is sufficient.
Mr. TEESDALE : I oppose any increase in

vote- It is quite adequate at present. If
-se baths are so beneficial, let these people
'ax South Australia, pay 2s. (3d. instead of Is.
Vote put and passed.

Department of Lands anad Repatriation (Hon.
-James Mitchell, Minister) :

Vote-Ifinister for Lands and Repatriation,
33,442
[S0]

Mr. PICKERING: There is an area in the
Sussex electorate to which I have drawn the
attention of the Minister for lands on previous
occasions. This area is suitable for closer settle-
ment. I have, asked that a report should be
made upon it but so far as I know nothing has
been done. To render the land suitable for
settlement, it would be necessary to go into the
question of drainage. Some expenditure would
be entailed in snagging the Vaes River and in
other directions to open up the country. The
area is situated behind the Busselton Coin-
monage and is within a few miles of the township.
It could be easily cleared.

The PREMIER: I do not remember the hon.
member drawing my attention to this area, but
we have officers out now looking for suitable land
for settlement. We are looking into the question
of land settlement in the South-West, from
Fremantle southwards, and this area, will come
within the scope of that investigation. I wiUl
instruct the district surveyor to look into this
matter. If there is land there we want it at
once.

Progress reported.

1,
2,

BILLS (2)-RETURNED.
Supply Bill No. 3, £1,047,000.
Northam Municipal Ice Works.

Without amendment.

RESOLUTION-STATE FOREST
DEDICATION, REVOCATION.

Message received notifying that the Council
had concurred in the Assembly's resolution.

House adjourned at 11 p.m.

legislative Council,
Taesday, 25th October, 1921.

Wyndham Kent Works, Select Committee's resolu-
tion.............................

Questions:. Miners Phthisis.............. ...
Espianade Fair Grounds, resting .. ..

Bills: Wheat Marketing, Renom., further Recoin.
Permanent Reserve, (Point Walter), 2s. .
Administration Act Amendment, 2a., Orn.,

Report . .. ..
Rteciprocal Enforcement of Maintenance Orders,

2R., 001R., Report
Motion: Electricity, Generation and Distribution

defeated .. .. .. ..
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The PRESIDENT loolh the Chair at 4.30
J)i.and read prayers.
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